tender- 
Hogers 
luded in 
thers for 


THE LANCET. 


- LONDON, SATURDAY, MARCH @. 


[1832-33, 


LECTURES 
on 
MEDICAL PATHOLOGY, 


DELIVERED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS, 


By M. ANDRAL, D.M.P., &e. &c. 


Lecrure XI. 


MUTISM, OR SUDDEN LOSS, OR PERVERSION, 
OF SPEECH. 


Genttemen,—In my last lecture I con- 
cluded the history of mental alienation, and 
noticed some instances of alteration of dif- 
ferent intellectual faculties, especially the 
memory, to which, correctly ing, the 
term ‘‘ insanity” did not apply. Did our 
course require it, it would he easy to find 

of mental function to 


the last lecture, must necessarily lead to 
of lang 


iculati pronunciation, or of combi- 
nation of the ideas essential to the direction 
of these movements, may exist as symp- 
toms of various cerebral affections. But 


This form of mutism is 
the one to which I have now to direct your 


attention. The following case illustrates | and 


the affection in question. 

Case 1.—A married woman, etat. 26, was 
exposed to sudden and powerful moral emo- 
tion, a little after which she fell into a 

when she recovered 
e swoon she could not speak, She 
No. 496, 


was in a state of complete mutism, but 
without any complicating accident, for the 
articulation was impossible. She retained 


| perfectly the power of moving the tongue 


in every direction in and out of the mouth. 
She was also capable of evolving sounds 
through the air-passages of the “rg 

- In this state she remained for ten 
days, when vomiting set in, for which a vari- 
ety of measures was ineffectually tried, until 
at last it cessed after the exhibition of a 
decoction of bark with sulphuric acid. Not 
long after this, the power of speech sudden- 
ly returned. This case is very remarkable. 
it was published by M. Guitard, physician 
of Bourdeaux, in the Recueil des Transac- 
tions de la Société Medicale du Departement 
de la Seine. ‘The case was also copied into 
an old number of the Bibliotheque Medicale. 
What may have been the influence of the 
vomiting in the sudden cure which took 
place, may be a matter for reflection, but 
does not afford any positive therapeutic in- 
ference. 

Case ¢.—In another case, which occurred 
in Italy, the patient, also a woman, ext. 30, 
presented this kind of nervous mutism, at 
the same time that she was affected with 
various lesions of movement i 
chorea. In her the dumbness was not con- 


;| Stunt, for it used to appear and disappear 


alternately, and recur at uncertain, though 
short, intervals, and last for two or three 
days at atime. During the dumbness, as 
in the preceding case, the movements of the 
tongue and. ion of sound were alto- 
gether unaffected. She likewise was sub- 
jected to a variety of remedies, such as the 
oxyde of zinc and tin, but without success, 
until ice was applied to the cervical verte- 
bral column, and the cold-bath and cold 
affusions were simultaneously applied. 
2 this treatment the symptoms gradu- 

ly disappeared, and she completely reco- 
- This case was observed at Milan, 

i in the Journal di Strombio, the 
best of the Italian medical journals. 

Case 3.—In a third and very curious case, 
which occurred at the Hotel Dieu, and has 
been described by Martinet, the loss of lan- 
guage was not complete, but the faculty of 


expression was strangely 
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patient was still older then the others ; he 
was 54. He could speak, but his words did 
not express the meaning which his gestures 
showed he intended to convey. But stranger 
still ; he could write in correct terms what 
he desired to say, but he could not read 
correctly what he had written. When 

uestioned, for example, respecting the pain 
in his head, he answered ‘‘ The pain gives 
no additional orders.” Ifa question was 
put to him, to which the answer should be 
“the drum,” he answered ‘‘ cheese.” He 
could write these words properly, but when 
asked to read aloud whan he had written, 
the same ludicrous errors were again com- 
— Here, consequently, there was 
something more than impaired. It 
was a cuse of modifi ellanguige individually 
considered. 

Other cases, again, are on record, where 
this alteration of language is not idiopathic, 
not a primary affection of the brain, but 
dependent on changes in some other organ, 
| secondarily on the nervous sys- 
tem. us Sauvages relates cases of per- 
sons cured of mutism on the expulsion of 
worms. A curious instance, too, was re- 
lated by Baillon, of a person who became 
completely dumb whenever he leant with 
his full weight on the epigastric region. 
You find, then, that in all these cases you 
have a manifest lesion of language, inde- 
pendently of any local structural change, or 
any alienation of the mental faculties, such 
48 memory, judgment, or imagination, 
which contribute to the formation and cor- 
rect enunciation of speech. 

Here, then, Gentlemen, I must leave this 
subject also. Abundant details might in a 
special course be added, respecting altera- 
tions of intellectual acts not amounting to 
insanity, but this would not be compatible 
with my object. 

A propos of the imagination I may state, 
that there is one most extraordinary subject, 
with which at another period I shall have to 
occupy your attention ; I mean that singular 
state called ecstacy. You all know the dis- 

utes that have arisen recently on this sub- 
fect = all know the startling things that 
ve been narrated respecting the pheno- 
mena of this state, thiags which exceed 
belief and defy explanation according to 
the existing state ofknowledge. | have been 
rather em respecting this part of 
the course, as to when | should take it into 
consideration, but whenever | do so, it will 
be free from every bias, and rejecting all 
hypotheses ; I shall confine myself to known 
and ascertained facts, whether those facts 
are susceptible of rationul explanation, or 
escape the scrutiny of our understanding.* 
* M. Andra) here aliades to the subject of ** ani- 
magnetism,” which he discussed the follow- 
week.—Reporter, Paris, Jan. 2%. 


LESIONS OF THE SENSATION OF IMPRESSIONS, 


I now proceed to the next part of this 
course, namely, the lesions of the sensa- 
tions of impressions, considered as an iso- 
lated affection, or as one which, though not 
strictly unique, still predominates over 
others coexisting at the same time. This 
subject is so comprehensive, that in order 
to discuss it with the least advantage, ac- 
curate arrangement is strictly necessary, 
and I shall therefore proceed according to 
the following 

Classification of these Affections. 

Five great classes may first be formed. 

In the first, there is a disease of the ner- 
vous system, in which there exists some 
lesion or other of sensation, but in which 
the sensibility is exalted. This may be cor- 
rectly termed hyperesthesia. 

In the second, the sensibility, so far from 
being exalted, is diminished, or perhaps to- 
tally abolished, constituting Anesthesia. 

In the third, at same that ordi- 

inary sensibility is diminished—the o 
tion of the usual senses suspended ar 
lished, and incapable of transmitting to the 
brain the perceptions of external objects— 
there exists, AS SOME SAY, @ singular rela- 
tion, and by means of unaccustomed media, be- 
tween the intelligence and the external world. 
For this class, which in one respect is allied 
to the second, | shall select the name Anes- 
thesia Extatique, 

In Sa class, the sensibility is nei- 
ther exalted nor diminished, but eae 
as, for example, in persons who think they 
perceive fetid smells, &c., which have no 
real existence. 

All these cases of exalted, perverted, or 
diminished eT are to be carefull 
distinguished from the effects of morbi 
action etenpaars.| pain, &c. For there are 
facts which point out the necessity of esta- 
blishing a 

Fifth class,—comprising certain maladies 
characterised by peculiar pains, different 
from those of inflammation or from true neu- 
ralgia, including different affections, such 
as some forms of cephalalgia, vague pains of 
limbs, fingers, &c. A remarkable disease 
of this kind once appeared in the world, and 
that quite recently, at Paris. It is but four 
years since it prevailed and excited intense 
attention. Its characteristic feature was, 
these inexplicable sensations of pain in the 
hands and wrists, whence it derived the 
name of Acrodynia. At a future time this 
shall engage our special notice. 

Ciass 1.—Hyperesthesia, its Orders, Genera, 
Species, and Treatment. 

Such is the distribution of the classes of 

‘lesions of sensation. Let us take up the 


| first or Hypermsthesia, that in which the 
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sensibility is exalted. Remember, again, 
Gentlemen, tbat this does not include, or is 
not synonymous with, pain, although it may 

to n. 


of an individual thus affected, and without 
his knowledge, when the smell immediately 
detected,the hidden object. The especial 


You will understand this | subjects of this exaltation of smell seem to 


more clearly by and by. In this class then | be particular animals and vegetable sub- 
there are two orders,—first, simple exaltation | stances, and it not uncommonly happens, 


of sensibility of organic life, or animal 
sensation ; secondly, exaltation of the sen- 
sibility of the life of nutrition. The first of 
these orders comprises two genera ; 1. Par- 
tial hyperesthesia ; 2. The general hyper- 
esthesia. 1 proceed with the first of these 
, which again embraces several spe- 
cies, (An exclamation of “ Oh!” signifying 
disinclination for so much minuteness 
a few of the juniors, and immediately si- 
lenced by the general expression of appro- 
bation). Gentlemen, this minute sub- 
division is essentially, absolutely, necessary. 
Without it we can have nothing but con- 
fusion on the one hand, and forgetfulness on 
the other. You will immediately see that 
the subject cannot be treated otherwise.* 
The last genus, then, . repeat, contains 
several species corresponding with the vari- 
ous individual senses exercised by man in his 
healthy state, 
Of these, the first species relates to ex- 


altations of the sense of sight, characterised 
by afaculty of perceiving in a faint or ob~ 


scure light, objects which by ordinary indi- 
viduals are only seen in complete illumi- 


nation, whether natural or artificial. This 
exaltation is, as you are aware, generally 
produced by residence in dark places. The 
second species is that curious but torment- 
ing exaggeration of the sense of hearing, 
which renders all sounds, however moderate, 
absolutely insupportable, and condemns the 
patient to live in utter silence. The third 
species relates to the sense of smell, and 
here the hyperesthesia presents some very 
remarkable phenomena. There are many 
individuals thus affected, who are perfect! 

sensible of smells of different kinds, whic 

escape all other persons. They are con- 
scious of, and capable of detecting, miasma 
in the atmosphere. The extraordinary fact 
has been known of nervous females, who 
by the smell alone, could distinguish one 
person from another. Certain individuals, 
again, are so sensitive to particular smells, 
that the emanation from some, such as a cat 
or a dog, is enough to throw them into a 
state of indescribable suffering, and even in- 
duce spasms and convulsions. Experiments 
have been performed, which prove indis- 
putably that these effects were not depend 


that the sense of the person so affected by 
the peculiar idiosyncracy, resembles closely 
the naturally exquisite perception of some 
of the lower animals. 


The fourth species consists of the exalta- 
tion of the sense.of taste, but this presents 
nothing worth dwelling on. The fifth relates 
to the touch, which, like the sense of smell- 
ing, is liable to singular augmentations of 
susceptibility to external impressions. 
Sometimes the entire skin of the body is 
thus affected. In other cases there is but 
a part, and not unfrequently the increase of 
sensibility exists in precisely one-half of 
the body. In these cases the other side 
may have its natural degree of tact, or have 
less of it than natural, thus offering in the 
same, patient the strange circumstance of 
two opposite sets of co-existing symptoms 
produced by the same cause, the lo- 
cality of which is marked out by the me- 
dian line as by an impassable barrier. Mar- 
tinet relates a case of this kind in the se- 
cond volume of the Journal du Progres, page 
232. In a high degree this augmented sen~ 
sibility is such, that the least pressure be- 
comes intensely painful, and may produce 
convulsions and other evil consequences,. 
In some long-protracted instances this affee~ 
tion seems to be the prodrome of ramollisse« 
ment of the brain and other cerebral ma- 
ladies, but in other cases it leads to no such 
disease. Its commencement is occasion- 
ally sudden, at other times gradual, and, 
in a certain number of examples, it has 
been known to last for a considerable time, 
and then terminate in a spontaneous cure. 

‘The second genus of the class hyperesthe- 
sia is the general exaltation of the senses of 
animal or relative life. Figure to your- 
selves an individual in whom the action of 
all the organs, all the senses, tending to es- 
tablish bis relations with the external world 
are preternaturally magnified, and you have 
the subject of this common affection. Com- 
mon, | repeat, at any.rate, in a certain de- 
gree, though fortunately very rare in its 
extreme state of intensity. Nevertheless 
the mean degree is often so distressing, 
that it compels the person so affected to 
live in a state of seclusion from society, in 


ent on imagination, at any rate, in some 
cases. A cat, for instance, has been placed 
inabox, and conveyed into the apartment 


_* See, more particular! 708, present lec- 
six lines of col. 


plete obscurity, shut out from all that 
can be seen or heard. ‘this unhappy state 
is excellently designated by the expressive 
vulgarism ‘ nervous.’’ In our language 
there is another term, also commonly used to 
describe it, and with perfect fidelity. The 
nervous patient exclaims Je suis agacée, and 
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zen at once understand her sensations.* 
his peculiar condition must necessarily ex- 
ercise an important influence on the moral 
state of the patient. Singuler irascibility is 
oceasioned, The individual, cries without 
any obvious becomes prey to 
imaginary grief. The general uneasiness is 
such, that the very weight of the body is 
an insupportable torment, All sensations 
thus become painful, even those which, in 
the natural state, excite the highest plea- 
sure, It has been frequently observed, that 
these individuals possess a remarkable 
consciousness of atmospheric vicissitudes 
insensible to other persons, and which they 
without understanding in the 
degree why or how they do so. They 
have been known to be as rigorously ac- 
curate in their indications, as the thermo- 
meter or, barometer;—to be in their own 
chambers perfectly aware of the force and 
direction of the, wind, of the hygrometzic 
state of the air, andof its electric variations, 
All this they have done, withthe precision of 
the nicest instruments ; nay, more, they are 
known to foretell the. oceurrence, of these 
phenomena, ‘I bat is, they foretell them in 
the common .sense .of, the term, for, they. 
were.conscious of the commencing occurrence 
of the changes in question, before they were 
perceptible either to the ordinary senses of 
other people, or even to delicate instr ts 
‘The phenomenon is, at.any rate, extremely, 
curious, and, like the exaltation of smell, 
causes a striking resemblance betreen man 
in this. state, of unusual. excitability, and 
numerous animals, which, in their natural 
state, possess an instinctive knowledge of 
the approach of these changes. of weather, 
This, is. the, true nature of the powers. of 
prophecy attributed, popularly to several 
weather-wise”’, persons... They haye no 
fore-knowledge of the change; they are 
only possessed of a peculiarly nice sense. of 
its commencement, ‘This is the true and 
natural ex ion of what is otherwise 
very difficult to be understood, or to be 
reconciled with occurrences, It is 
not the future but the present they per- 
ceive. 
The causes which may give rise to this 
inful condition are very numerous, and of 
very different kinds. Many persons fall 
into these symptoms when their neryous 
system has beea long subjected to eo. 
excilement, such as various passions an 
moral emotions. Insolation and different 
excesses also contribute to its production, 
Tt may eccar, too, as a complication of seve- 
ral diseases. On the other hand, strange to 
say, the absence of an accustomed excite- 


* The verb agacer is scarcely susceptible of 
translation into We describes a state of 
vague irritation, which no single English word is 
adequate to convey.—Zvanslator’s Note. 


ment often leads to the same effect as the 
excitement itself may occasion, This is 
very singular, but equally true. I give you 
a'common example, If you deprive a man 
accustomed to snuff, of its use for 
twenty-four hours, he suffers horribly. It 
is the same with respect to many persons 
habituated to the use of strong coflee. ‘The 
suffer cruelly if the custom be interraptal. 
The nervous system being accustomed toa 
particular excitement, cannot support its de- 
privation. There are many men, too, who 
have been placed under such circumstances, 
that they consumed daily a large quantity 
of animal food, and in them the accidental 
abridgment of diet, for example, during 
convalescence from a disease, is enough to 
induce nervousness” to a high de 
In a third set of causes, the origin af the 
affection does not seem to act directly, 
either by exciting of debilitating the ner- 
vous system, but it appears to reside in cer- 
tain obstructions to the due exercise of the 
functions of nutrition. The incomplete, im- 
perfect, or vicious accomplishment of any 
of the acts subordinate to nutrition, may act 
as acause of this excitability, especially. 
when the defect is connected with an alte. 
ration of hematosis, or the production of 
blood. The connexion between this defect 
und exalted nervous sensibility, is very re- 
markable. 1t would seem a priori, that the 
nervous system should be active precisely in 
proportion to the quantity and richness of 
the blood ; but the contrary is_ precisely 
true. In exsunguine, etiolated females, for 
example, this exaltation, is seen a thousand 
times more frequently than in the height 
of vigour and vascular fulness, Generally 
speaking, in these nervous persons too, the 
muscular system is in a remarkable state of 
debility, aud the skin is thin and delicate, 
Chronic diseases, again, constitute another 
set of causes of the state in question, 


The treatment of this kind of hyperes- 
thesia is of as many different kinds as the 
causes, and must always vary according to 
the individual case. Generally speaking, 
we must endeavour to remove the causes 
when they are known, The medical treat- 
ment then must be applied according to the 
variety of the causes. ‘Thus, where it has 
arisen under the operation of the first series 
of causes, the practice should be mild and 
temporising. We should give emollient 
drinks, the hip-bath, &c., recommending at 
the same time the pursuit of diverting exer- 
cises, but in an eminently mild atmosphere. 
In the second and third series of causes, 
this system is to be changed ; and here you 
See one example of the benefit of alluding to 
the classification of the causes of this dis- 
ease... Without it, in fact, ant treatment 


will be often pernicious, and always uncer- 


Be mer wean 
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tain. When the nervous excitability then 
has been caused by debility, operating in 
various forms, you must avoid remedies of | 
similar action. In these cases, if you use 

kening s, such as leeches, bleed- 
ing, or hot-baths, you make them’ worse 
than ever. You throw every molecule into 
a still higher state of excitability. I have 
known a warm-bath exacerbate suddenly 
the agacement of the patient to an almost in- 
supportable degree. ‘loo moderate regimen 
is also as hurtful here, as too stimulating 
diet in the first group of cases. There is 
one thing of great importance for you to re- 
collect, that the stomach is often a partaker 
in the incréased sensibility which you' ob- 
serve in thé external’ organs, for example, 
in the skin. Cases, for instance, are seen 
in which this preternatural sensibility exists 
to such a degree in the insides of the cheeks 
and on the tongue, that the ordinary con- 
tact of food and milk was a soutce of pain. 
Yet there was no redness or swelling, or 
any other sign of inflammation. Ta fact 
there was no inflammation any more than 
om the skin. Now in these patiewts just 
the same thing might have occurred, and it 
does happen daily with the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach; and if you ‘pay too 
much attention to it—I mean, ou spare 
this sensibility too much, you will do harm 
instead of , and you will find i¢ to in- 
crease. It will diminish if you proceed 
gradually in your administration of nourish- 
ment and tonic medicines. I say ‘again, 
Gentlemen, you may have intense stomachic 
_ in this affection, and still there will 

no more of gastritis than of erysipelas, or 
small-pox, or measles, though the suffering 
may be quite as great. 

But while you observe the indications of 
the causes in this manner, you must also 
avoid too great stimulation of any kiad. In 
cases of the augmented sensibility of the 
skin, a blister, for example, has been known 
to occasion extreme mischief. In fact there 
is a particular practi¢e to be followed. You 
must seek especially to modify the’ action 
of the skin, where sensibility of this 
organ is augmented. For this putpose dr 
frictions are very useful. You spply then 
at first mildly, then with greater force. 
Sometimes you may'use some simple aro- 
matic embrocations. Baths, at first barely 
tepid, and then cold, exposare to the open 
air, and even to the warm sun, have ‘also 
their advantages, and exert a favourable in- 
fluence on the state of the quantity and 
quality of the blood which are so incompati- 
ble with exaltation of nervous sensibility, 
To tend still further to the same, we’ must 
recommend suitable muscular exercise, and 
sufficiently nutritious food, avoiding at first 
meats or drinks of a stimulating kind. We 


must commence with the white meats and| — 


‘ 


fowls, and then give mutton and beefs, roast- 
ed or boiled. Any vegetables should be of 
the aromatic kind, or slightly’ seasoned. 
Neither ‘tea, coffee, nor liquors, should be 
permitted, but the preference given to good 

wine in very moderate quantities. : 
We may seek, too, to act on the nervous 
system, more directly, by the use of iron, 
which has often been found very beneficial, 
or by quinine, which is also often useful, or 
by both these remedies combined. With 
these permanent remedies, ‘we must’ fre- 
quently use other transitory sedatives, or 
calmers, to allay the present irritation. 
Many nervous individuals themselves ac- 
quire the knowledge of some simple drink, 
such as a ‘small cup of coffee, or orange 
flower water, which in a moment, ‘and as 
if by enchantment, allays their sufferings. 
Some have, however, recourse to milder 
methods of changing the momentary state 
of the nervous system. Theté was an apo- 
the and chemist, for example, not long 
since in Paris, who used himself to take a 
pint of ether, and fifty grains of’ opium, every 
day, order to ‘the excitability 
under which he laboured. — 
With respect to narcotics they are géne- 
rally hurtful, ‘és which ag’ 
ates every symp- 


‘On'the whole, I may say that the’ treat- 
ment is difficult, and the state of the diges- 
tivé organs often increases the obstacles 'to 
a ctite. But when" you recollect that, in 
the majority of cases,'the gastric symptoms 
aré purély nervous, and not inflammatory, 
you Will be enubled to proceed with more 
confidericé' in your measures, and ‘without 
terrifying ‘yourselves ‘about every triflin 
degree of occasioned ‘by a system’ 
regimen and remedies which, notwithstand« 
ing the tetiipo unéasiness they may oc- 
casion, still are’ and 
manent good 
| a ein t 

PREMATURE, PUBERTY,» - 
Matitpa Hf. was born ‘ian “New Orleans, 

Sept. 31, 1827, with her mamma perfect! 
formed, and the mons veneris covered wit 
hair. At three yeats of age the menses 
appeared, and have continued every month, 
until the present time (May 1832), as_co- 
dry any woman, eath period lasti 

our days, She js, now 4¢% inches hi 

(French m e), of hands eatures, 
her frame very strong ; and the pelvis such 
as, in Dr, Le Beau's opinion, will allow her 
to bear children when she is eight years of 
age or sooner.—Amer. Jour, Nov, 1832, 
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ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF 
GALVANISM 
IN CASES OF 
MALIGNANT CHOLERA. 


With Remarks on some other Modes of Treat- 
ment used at the Sheffield Cholera Hospital. 


By Cuaries F. Favetr, M. D., Senior 
Public Dispen- 


A conviction that it is desirable that 
every one who has had extensive oppor- 
tunities of observing and treating the ma- 
lady which has caused so much alarm and 
bg great a mortality in this country during 

e last twelve months, should make public 
the result of his experience, has induced 
me to transmit to you the following obser- 
vations. aaa 

In my opinion, a t important re- 
medial has entirely dis- 
regarded in the treatment of spasmodic cho- 
lera. J allude togalvanism ; and it is witha 
view of drawing attention to the subject 
that | at present venture to address you. 

During the whole of the time that the 
cholera raged at Sheffield, I acted in the 
capacity of physician to the Cholera Hos- 
pital, and therefore I had ample opportu- 
nities of witnessing the effect of different 
modes of treatment, Various plans were 
adopted, and, I think, with about equal 
success. At one time calomel was ex- 
hibited, at another the saline treatment 
was tried, and at a third, diffusible sti- 
muli were chiefly resorted to, A full 
trial of these various methods convinced 
me that none of them can be relied on 
in the cure of cholera. General and to- 
pical bleeding sometimes appeared to pro- 
duce a decidedly good effect, and at others 
it seemed to hasten dissolution. Blisters to 
the spine, and the application of external 
heat, although sometimes productive of tem- 
porary relief, were not generally of perma- 
nent benefit. 


The transfusion of saline fluid into the 
‘veins appears to me, in the only case in 
which | saw it tried, to be worse than use- 
less ; and emetics, utiless administered at 
the very onset of the disease, were not 
beneficial 


a: 
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almost sure to recover. This was tot the 
case at Sheffield. 

Again, it has been affirmed, that if you 
can throw plenty of calomel into the system, 
recovery will be the certain consequence 
of its free exhibition. This was not the case 
in my practice. Culomel has been recom- 
mended in very different doses, from balf a 
grain to two grains every five minutes, to 
Dj or 38s at once. Those who exhibit the 
smaller quantities assert, that their prac- 
tice is wonderfully successful ; and those 
who give the larger maintain, that when 
calomel is the medicine employed, it fails 
only because it is not given freely enough, 
For my own part, 1 must own, that I have 
given it in every dose, and at almost every 
interval of time. I have given grain doses aud 
given half-drachm doses, but 1 am not aware 
that I can attribute a single recovery to this 
alleged specific ; whilst 1 could easily point 
out many fatal cases which had been treated 
on the calomel plan. My own impression 
is, that those practitioners who pretend to 
have cured so many ‘‘ genuine cases” with 
calomel, have not very accurately discrimi- 
nated between real, genuine, cases and spu- 
rious ones. I have sren many cases set 
down as cholera, which were, in fact, no- 
thing of the kind; and I can easily imagine 
that many cases of mere disordered bowels 
have been regarded as cholera, and treated 
as such. I cannot account for the wonder- 
ful discrepancies which we observe in the 
statements of different medical practitioners, 
except on the supposition that the cases 
which they treated were not identical. If 
calomel cures cholera at Hull, how isit that 
it does not at Sheffield? In cases of affec- 
tion of the bowels, where the alvine dis- 
charges give evidence of morbid secretion, 
Tadmit that calomel may be advantageously 
administered ; but where no morbid secre- 
tion exists, when you neither want calomel 
** to stimulate the liver,’”’ nor to alter vitiated 
secretion, | do not know for what purpose 
it is given, and | am compelled to believe, 
that the vast majority of those cases of 
cholera which are said to have been 
brought to a successful issue by its agency 
were not, 4n fact, cases of Indian cholera, 

I have said, that we do not give calomel 
in cases of cholera for the purpose of stimu- 
lating the liver, because although some 
persons have hastily asserted, that the dis- 
ease depends on a want of secretion of bile, 
we have the most direct evidence to show, 
that it does not owe its origin to any such 
cause. ‘I'wo facts prove this; first, in many 


I am aware that some of these 
have been highly extolled by other prac- 
titioners. 1 can only state the result of my 
own experience. It has been stated, that 
if blood can be obtained by opening a vein 
in the stage of collapse, the patient is 


of diséased liver we have no bile 
secreted, altho:gh wedo not observe symp- 
toms in any degree resembling those of the 
disease in question; and, secondly, wé 
have the most direct evidence, on post-mor- 
tem examinations, that the secretion of bile 
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TREATMENT IN THE CHOLERA AT SHEFFIELD. 


vit 


vomiting ic acid, and the purg- 


rocyan' 
examinations I have had an pg ree ing with injections of starch and opium, 
i 


making of the bodies of those who have died 


even when the dejections were characteris- 


of cholera, I have found the gall-bladder | tic—rice-watery; but although the vomit- 


full of bile, and, if I am not greatly mistaken, | ing and purging 
this is the testimony of most, if not all, | di 
those who have had opportunities of making 


post-mortem examinations. We do not give 
calomel! in cases of cholera for the purpose 
of altering vitiated secretion, because I have 
before observed, we have no evidence of 
such vitiation existing. Is calomel given 
asastimulant? It is not sufficiently diffu- 
sible. Asa speciric? It is by no means in- 
fallible. ‘Uhat it is a very useful and im- 
portant remedy, no one can justly deny ; 
but its powers have been vastly over-rated, 
and nothing tends so effectually to bring it 
into discredit, as extolling it in cases which 
it cannot cure. 


But to pass on, I am not disposed to place 
any confidence in the saline plan of treat- 
ment. I have seen it fail repeatedly, and it 
appears to me, that although persons who 
take only a partial view of the disease may 
think the remedy extremely ingenious, yet 
those who are accustomed to look some- 
what beyond the surface of things, will not 
be surprised to find that it is not productive 
of beneficial results. 


Of stimulants, the more diffusible ones 
were those which I chiefly employed. At 
the commencement of the disease I ad- 
ministered stimuli very freely, generally 
carbonate of ammonia and ether, or brandy ; 
the latter, however, I speedily discontinued. 
At one time I gave it both per os et per 
anum, but I thought that in almost every 
instance it induced manifest symptoms of 
head affection, and as | could not satisfy 
myself that it had been decidedly beneficial 
in even asingle case, I discontinued muk- 
ing use of it. 

I was induced to discontinue the carbon- 
ate of ammonia and ether, for a similar rea- 
son. 1 could not convince myself that they 
did good, and I was of opinion, that in 
those cases in which they were freely given, 
we had always the most severe and tedious 
inflammatory affections of the mucous mem- 
brane, subsequently. Other stimuli, besides 
those which I have mentioned, were also 
tried, but without any increase of success. 
In some cases I gave turpentine by the 
mouth, and in others in the form of clysters, 
but it also failed. I gave a variety of other 
things, whose virtues had been highly eulo- 
gized; but however successful they may 
have been in the hands of others, | never 
could discover that they were justly enti- 
tled to the praises which were lavished 
upon them, 


I think I have occasionally allayed the 


ceased, the patients often 
ied. It is certainly desirable to allay the 
excessive discharges which generally exist, 
but the weakness does not depend upon, and 
death is not caused by, those discharges. 


The excessive redness of the surface na 
turally enough suggested the propriety of 
employing erternal heat; this we did 
means of hot air, hot water, and hot sand ; 
but I am not certain that I ever saw deci- 
dedly beneficial effects resulting from either 
one or the other. The heat produced by 
friction was unquestionably productive of 
most good. I have no hesitation in saying, 
that [ have seen great benefit result from 
rubbing the extremities with flannels dipped 
in a strong liniment of turpentine and mus- 
tard. These frictions, however, should be 
continued for a quarter of an hour or twen- 
ty minutes at one time, and should also be 

requently repeated. 


Of the effect of bleeding, transfusion, 
and emetics, | have spoken before, so that 
I need not at present repeat it. I proceed, 
then, to remark, that | frequently had re- 
course to galvanism in cholera, and although 
I cannot say that by its agency I always 
cured my patients, yet I never failed to pro- 
duce the most decided benefit. I think | never 
saw a case in which it was tried where no 
improvement took place, This is more than 
I can say of any other remedy. I was not 
led to the employment of galvanism, be- 
cause [ thought cholera was a legitimate 
subject for experiment, nor yet because it 
had been tried by any one else, but froma 
consideration that the ultimate cause of the 
disease was to be looked for in the nervous 
system, and that, in fact, it depends on a 
want of nervous energy in the ganglionic 
system of nerves, ‘Ihe coldness, blueness, 
exhaustion, &c., which we observe in cases 
of cholera, depend, I conceive, on the con- 
dition of the circulation; but I maintain, 
that the peculiar state of this very impor- 
tant function is caused by the want of the 
nervous energy which is usually distributed 
to the vessels of the abdominal cavity, by 
the nerves proceeding from the semilunar 
ganglion. I judge so, ist. From the usual 
effect of nervous agency on the circulation, 
2nd. From the appearances which are ob- 
served, in cases of cholera, after death. 
3rd. From the train of symptoms during 
life. 4th. From the distribution of the nerves 
proceeding from the different ganglia of the 
sympathetic; the manuer in which they are 
connected with the large vessels. 5th. From 
the perfect manner in which the brain exer- 
cises its functions, And, 6th. From the 
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cause of the disease; I hud next to think 
what would be most likely to remove it; ond 
being aware of the usual effects produced by 
galvanism on the animal frame, 1 deter- 
mined, whenever I bad an eae 
give ita fulland fair trial in cholera. hav 
done so, and the result has ‘satisfied me, 
that whether I was wrong in theory or not, 
1 was right in practice, so that without fur- 
ther comment |] shall, through the medium 
of Tar Lanorr, lay the particulars of two 
cases before the medical public, merely pre- 
mising that I couldadduce muny other cases 
in proof of the efficacy of galvanism. 
Case 1.—Application of Galvanism. 

James Carnate, aged 30, was admitted 

into the choléra hospital August 16th, at 


ten a.m, 
He had heen affected with premonitory 


ness very much relieved ; not passed urine, 
countenance much improved; pulse 120, of 
tolerable strength ; tongue cleaner and quite 
warm; voice’ considerably more natural; 
He was ordered to continue his calomel 
powders, and to be rubbed with the lini- 
mentum hydrargyri every two hours.” 
It would be tedious to go through the 
reports of every day, so that | shall on 
to the 19th, to which time 
been no obvious change since last re- 
port. On the morning of the 19th, the fol. 
lowing was the report Passed a good 
night ; one motion of a brown colour, and 
tolerable consistence. No sickness; has 
passed water night and morning; pulse 88, 
of very good strength ; tongue quite warm; 
surface of the body natural; looks very 
cheerful ; no mercurialism, although he has 
been taking two grains of calomel ev 
fiye minutes since ten a.m. on the 16th, and 
has been rubbed every two hours with the 


symptoins for a day or two, It was re- 
marked at the time ofhis admission, that he 
was in a very favourable state for ‘the trial 
of any mode of treatment, because he did 
not appear to be much reduced. 

He was accordingly put on the mercurial 
plan. | He was ordered to take two grains 
of calomel every five minutes, and to have 
mercurial ointment rubbed into his extremi- 
ties.. Atnoon he was sinking rapidly. The 
stools were involuntary, copious, and wa- 
— Severe cramps in the calves, and 
pulse exceedingly quick and small. He took 
port-wine-and-water, end had an injection 
with 3iss tinct. opii and half a pint of warm 
water administered. Calomel continued. 
At five p.m., had twice given notice before 
passing a motion ; stools less copious, but 
rice-watery ; pulse very indistinct; voice 
very much atfected ; surface cold; great 
restlessness; tongue cold; eyes sunken; 
dark areola ; no urine. At this time 
he was so far advanced, that my friend Mr. 
‘Turton, who had previously accompanied 
me to Dublin to see the disease there, re- 
marked, * You will not be able to save 
him. He will most certainly be dead in a 


very'short time.” 
immediate! nf requested that galvanism 
should be tried, and I find the following 
note in my case-book :—* Galvanism was 
used of sufficient strength to uce some 
uneasiness, whieh he described as a sensa- 
tion of internal heat. ‘The current was kept 
up for an hour, first from the neck to the 
scrobiculus cordis, and thea successively from 
wrists to ancles. ‘The pulse became much 
more evident at the wrist ; the voice strong; 
some tendency to sleep came on towards the 
conclusion of the operation.” 
The report of the next morning is: ‘* Slept 
well during the night; no purging; sick- 


li tam hydrargyri. Omit. remedia,” 
He was then ordered to take a common sa+ 
line effervescing powder every four hours. 
On the 20th he was rather troubled with 
diarrheea, for which he took chalk mixture, 
and on the 22d, symptoms of dysentery 
manifested themselves. He had tormina, 
tenesmus, bloody stools, and pain on pres- 
sare; from this, however, be recovered, by 
the aid of appropriate remedies. He was 
afterwards ill of fever for some time, but 
was discharged from the hospital cured on 


the 12th of September. 


Remarks.—It appears to me there are two 
points of interest in the ahove case: ist. He 
took two grains of calomel every five mi- 
nutes, from ten o'clock in the morning till 
five in the evening, without the slightest 
amendment in the symptoms, On the con- 
trary, during the whole of that period, he 
rapidly got worse. Moreover, he took the 
same quantity of calomel at the same inter- 
vals till the 19th, without the slightest ap- 
parent effect being produced by it. And 
again, the only effect which we can legiti- 
mately attribute to the calomel during the 
whole period of his illness, was the symp- 
toms of dysentery which manifested them- 
selves on the 22nd. I attribute the dysen- 
tery to the mercury, because it has been 
shown by Mr. Swan—vide his book on the 
Effects of Mercury—that it is capable of 
inducing a condition of the mucous mem- 
brane ‘similar to that which we are in the 
habit of seeing in the intestines of those 
who had previously laboured under dysen- 
teric symptoms. The point of in- 
terest to which I allude is, the effect which 
was produced by the galvanism. The pa- 
tient appeared to be sinking fast; he was 
cold and almost pulseless ; by galvanism he 
was immediately roused, and his amend- 
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IN THE MALIGNANT CHOLERA. | 


was progressive. -The effect. was..so} 
por that it’ would) be madness: to | 
refer it to any other cause. But J will 
briefly mention a second case, in corrobora- 
tion of my opinion on the subject. ' 


Case 2.— Application, of Galvanism, 
George Fletcher, 36, was. admitted 


into the hospital at half-past nine o'clock on 
the morning of; the 30th of August:, He) 


said he was seized with pain at the stomach , mov 


after eating his dinner on the previous day. 
He began to purge at eleven p.m., and the 
vomiting began this morning at seven; the 
cramps have been severe in the hands and | 
leg since nine o'clock; the purging and | 
sickness continue ; countenance sunk; voice | 
not much changed; skin moderately warm ;; 
pulse very quick and small ; tongue sodden ; 
and cold ; no. urine; has — 
of heed nor tenderness of epigastrium. | 
was ordered to have au enema of alum 
and tinct. opii: immediately... He was. to: 
take a powder of the neutral salts, chlorate | 
of potash, with carbonate and: muriate: of; 
soda, every quarter of an hour. A mustard |" 
ice was ordered to be applied to the 
calf of the leg. (The other leg had been am-' 
putated.) Hot sand was to be applied to 
the foot, and if the vomiting continued, he 
was to take two drops of hydrocyanic acid, 
which was to be repeated if necessary. Gal- 
vanism was also to be used if required. 

I find the following note of his condition 
atthree p.m :—‘* The pulse was r, 
at times not to be felt ; or on cold ; hands 
blue; no expression ‘of increased distress 
since morning ; the glyster was twice used, 
but not long retained ; rice-watery stools 
continue, although they are less rg aac 
The galvanic current was passed for twenty 
minutes from the neck to the e trium, 
thepulse becoming evident during the ope- 
nation. The sensation at the epigastrium 
was too painful to allow of it being longer 
continued; but he submitted to hold one 
Wirein the right-hand, whilst the other re- 
mained round his neck. The pulse became 
much s er and fuller, and the blueness 
isappeared from that hand. The other 

was also galvanised, with a rapid im- 
provement in the colour, and increase of 
pulse. He felt sleepy, and begged to be 
left alone, before the left-hand was quite re- 
stored to the condition of the right. He 
took alittle wine-and-water during the ope- 
ration, and was once sick.” The advantage 
we had was not of long duration ; at 
five o’clock the pulse was imperceptible i in 
the left wrist, and nearly so in the right; 
he was worse in every respect. He was 
ordered to have te following injection :— 


vini 5) 


‘atid M. Pro enem. stat. 
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His extremities were rubbed with a lini- 
ment of mustard and turpentine; he took 
eight grains of carbonate of ammonia, aad 
gtt. wther. ten minutes, and. 
the galvanism was repeated. During the 
galvanising he complained of a severe 
over the region of the spigen. 

After this time he gradeally 
and on the next morning the following .was. 
the Passed a good night; bowels, 
‘four timés; stools of. better.can- 
sistence, but still white; pulse 108 ;. skin 
warm ; tongue quite no sickness 
has passed urine ; countenance improved ;) 
lividity gone ; voice:natural,.? .,From this. 
time he continued . to improve; and al-.. 
though he hada good 
fever, he was finally. discharged cured. 


Remarks, —1_ attribute the recovery 
this man to the galyanism; because, 
, though other means were employed, 1 have | 
' never seen them, when used alone, succ 40) 
‘ful in similar and because ie 
ae even when first tried, produced ao 
could enumernte several other.cases in 
proof of the benefit to be derived from. 
employment of galvanism im cholera, 
this communication has so.much, 
the-Jimits which intended, that 1 must for. 
the present forbear. by no means wish it. 


|to be understood that 1 cured all my pa- 


tients, but 1 bave no hesitation in saying, — 
that in every case in which galvanism: was 
tried, the most decided and i bene- 
fit resulted; and although the advantage: 
gained was often of only short duration, yet 
in cases of cholera even the most transient 
improvement is desirable. The cases in — 
which it failed, were chiefly those in which 
the use of the remedy had been too long 
delayed, or old people whose constitutions 
appeared to have been previously impaired, 
One other remark 1 must make in conelu- 
sion. In every) case in which galvanism 
was employed, a very singular appearance 
of the skin was observed. » The skin of) the 
part to whieh the positive wiré was at. 
tached became discoloured, but this was not 


generally diffused, but in dots which very 
closely resembled the darker-coloured in- 
dentations which we observe on the rind of 


an orange. They) were always circular— 
e.g. if the wire was applied to the neck, 
they were equally evident all round. the 
neck, and they frequently ran into super 
ficial ulceration. Wherever the: megative 
wire was attached, we had an eruption of 
small, pellicles containing a transparent 
fluid, but these were not circular as the 
others were, but confined to the small space 
= which the wire was more immediately 
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‘twenty double plates (zine and copper, 
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ON THE BEST MODE OF EMPLOYING 
GALVANISM IN DISEASE, 


ESPECIALLY IN MALIGNANT CHOLERA, 
L, Munsent, M.D., of Frankfort, 
Kentucky.* 


I nave lost no part of my enthusiasm with 
regard to the subject of electro-therapeu- 
tics, but bave continued to speculate and 
experiment, as opportunities have offered. 

t has all along been my opinion, that gal- 
vanism, peep and timely applied, would 
be one of the most powerful and successful 
remedies in that frightful disease the cho- 
lera. Many cases which have lately oc- 
curred in my practice, induce me still to 
entertain that opinion; and, I confess, { 
felt no small degree of gratification, on read- 
ing the following. Dr. ‘Thomson, professor 
of chemistry in the University of Glasgow, in 
an article published in the Rae Philoso- 
phical Magazine, suggests, that ‘‘ if a cur- 
rent of galvanic electricity were made to 
pass through the lungs of those who labour 
under the cholera, it would revive the 
energy of that organ, and enable it to induce 
the requisite quantity of blood.” Now, as 
the disease is prevalent in your city, and 
as all other modes of treatmeat hitherto 
adopted have proved unsuccessful in a ma- 
jority of cases, would it not be well to give 
galvanism a trial? I presume your bospi- 
tals will afford opportunities for extensive 
and fair experiments ; and [| feel quite so- 
hicitous that they should be made. IL regret 
exceedingly that my situation is such that I 
cannot, without great inconvenience, make 
& visit to your city for this express purpose. 
If, however, you or either of your col- 
leagues, or any of your medical brethren, 
should think proper to try the experiment 
(which, to say the least of it, will be safe 
and harmless, even if it do no good), I will 
detail the process which I would pursue, 
were a favourable opportunity to be pre- 
sented to me.t 

In the first place, I think the construction 
of the battery of some importance. 1 have 
tried all sizes, from plates of six inches 
square to those of one inch; and I find that 
plates two and a balf inches square, answer 
the best for medical purposes. A series of 


well soldered together at the upper edges) 
of that size, carefully cemented into a ma- 
hogany trough constructed on the plan of 


*® Extracted from a letter to Dr. R. La Roche, 
New York, and originally published in the Amer. 
Jour, of the Med. Sciences tor Nov. 1832. 


ry use, and 
will be found = powerful to be 
borne by most patients. It would bq well, 
however, to construct the trough for 

ries of thirty or forty pairs of such plates, 
as it may be necessary, in some cases, to 
increase the to 
space between each pair of plates ought to 
be at least half an inch, otherwise the acid 
mixture for charging will be too soon ex- 
hausted of its strength. Great care should 
be taken that the cementing be perfect. [ 


made of five parts of rosin, four of bees 
wax, and two of pulverized red ochre, 
and pouring it, while hot, into the 
after the plates have been carefully arranged 
and fixed in the grooves; so that the sides 
and bottom of the trough between each pair 
of plates may be completely covered with 
the cement, about one line in thickness; 
thereby securing a perfect insulation of each 
pair of plates. -In each extreme cell, also, 
the wood should be completely covered with 
the cement. After the cementing is fini 
the troughs should be well varnished with 
|two or three coats of good copal varnish, 
| Small silver wires, three or four feet long, 
for conductors, may be prepared by attach- 
ing a leaden ounce-ball to one end, so that it 
readily sink in the cells its 
place; and the other end may be (to 
insulate it for holding between the fingers) 
with a tube made of a large goose-quill 
cutting off the ends, fitting a piece of 
into each, and then thrusting the wire 
through them, so that the end will project 
about one inch; or some of the melted 
cement may be poured into the quills, to 
secure the wires in the centre, instead of the 
corks. Two thin circular plates of silver, 
about the size of a dollar, with six or eight 
small holes perforated near the margin for 
the purpose of sewing on some thick woollen 
cloth, or a flat piece of sponge, should next 
epared. The battery may then be filled 
to within half an inch of the tops of the 
plates, with a mixture of muriatic acid and 
water, in the proportion of one part of the 
former to fifteen or twenty of the latter. I 
have found this mixture preferable to any 
other for medical purposes. : 
Thus provided, when called to a patient 
with the cholera, I would apply one of the 
silver plates to the nape of the neck, and 
the other to the pit of the stomach; the 
cloth or sponge on both plates being pre- 
viously well moistened with the acid mix- 
ture for charging the battery. This moist- 
ening of the plates with the acid mixture 


+ We cannot find that the proposed trial has 
been made in America. —Ep. L. 


is very important to be attended to, as an 


Cruikshank’s, and mounted nuine to 
j Dr. Hare’s improvement, as ibed in 
Mitchell’s edition of Faraday’s Chemical 
Manipulation, page 484 (note), forms 4 
| 
| 
have been in the habit of using a cement 
| 
| 


E 


MR. BROWN’S CASE OF ABDOMINAL DISEASE, 
action on the skin is thereby produced, | doomed todie. Her disease graduall 
to 


which gives a ready passage to the galvanic 
influence. I would then bring the armed 
ends of the wires (the other ends being 
into the cells of the trough, at such 
distance apart as to produce the desired in- 
tensity of action) in contact with the plates, 
and maintain as strong an application, for 
eight or ten minutes, as the patient could 
bear without complaining. Sometimes the 
positive, and sometimes the negative, wire 
will produce the most pungent sensation. 
I would occasionally reverse them, so that 
the strongest sensation should be felt at the 
pit of the stomach, or in whatever part the 
pain might be most severe. If the pain and 
should extend over the whole region 
ef the abdomen, I would occasionally let 
one plate remain on the pit of the stomach, 
and shift the other to various parts of the 
abdomen, where the pain might be severest; 
or, perhaps, a large plate fitted to the whole 
region of the stomich and bowels (lined 
with cloth or sponge, and well moistened as 
before directed) might answer the best 
In the meantime, the internal ad- 
ministration of spts. ammonie eth. sulph., 
in doses of fifteen or twenty drops of the 
former, and a teaspoonful of the latter, 
every half hour, might be a useful auxiliary. 
This, however, to be left to the judgment of 
the attending physician. 

I feel very desirous that a fair experi- 
mént should be made with the galvanic 
battery, in a decided and well-marked case 
of cholera; and you will confer a singular 
favour on me (and perhaps on some patient) 
by having such an experiment instituted, 
and letting me hear the result as soon as 
convenient. 

Frankfort, August 15th, 18352. 


CASE OF OBSCURE DISEASE OF THE 
ABDOMINAL VISCERA. 


By Joux Brown, Esq., C. M., Assistant- 
Surgeon, Royal Navy. 


G. R., a young lady, aged eighteen 
years, was, her motber says, about sixteen 
months ago, suddenly seized with headach, 
vomiting, and a pain in the belly, which 
gradually increased in severity, until the 
muscles of the abdomen were contracted 
into bard knots. In this state, although she 
bad the assistance of very able medical 
men, she continued for several days. Her 
sufferings, according to her mother’s ac- 
count, were dreadful to behold, and her life 
was despaired of by all who saw her; yet, 
notwithstanding the tears of her friends, 
and the gloomy predictions of her physi- 
cians, this young lady was not, at that time, 


719 
gave 
way, and, after some months had > 
she appeared in a great measure 
recovered from its effects. She was, how- 
ever, her friends state, much altered in ap- 
ce, and although she complained but 
ittle, there was a languor about her, which 
gave alarm to ber anxious mother, and 
caused her to think that all was not right. 
Thus far the history of this case rests on 
the authority of the patient’s mother and 
friends. 
In July last I first saw her, ten months after 
commencement of the above-mentioned 
illness. She then complained of headach, of 
stiffness of the eyes, and of a peculiarly un- 
pleasant sound in the heart, which, she 
said, she always perceived while speaking. 
She had a dull, languid look, and walked 
with a heavy, sluggish step. I, therefore, 
prescribed tonics, and told her relations, 
that as her strength increased, I had reason 
to hope, that the unpleasant symptoms 
which she had described would vanish, She, 
however, remained nearly in the same state 
until the month of October, when she had 
a slight attack of fever, which lasted for a 
few days. Soon after recovering from this, 
she became much emaciated, and as there 
appeared, at that time, to be a good deal of 
obscurity about her complaint, I thought it 
right to take her to London, in order to 
have the benefit of Dr. Blundell’s advice. 
After a very careful inquiry into the nature 
of her case, the Doctor said, that he did not 
think there was any structural disease 
within the cranium ; that it was very difficult 
to tell upon what the complaint depended, 
but that he thought it was caused either by 
functional derangement of some of the ab- 
dominal viscera, or by disease of the mesen- 
teric glands. He prescribed tonics and al- 
teratives, which were taken, for some time, 
without any benefit. On the contrary, ber 
headach became daily more severe, and the 
emaciation went on with amazing celerity, 
until the poor girl became, in truth, aliving 
skeleton. About the month of December, 
she said she felt a weight in her legs, which 
rendered it difficult for her to walk ; butshe 
was not confined to her bed until two days 
before her death. In the night of the 4th 
ult., I was suddenly called on to visit her. 
[ went immediately, and found her in a 
dying state. Her pulse was low and fre- 
quent ; her breathing laborious and difficult, 
There was a rattling noise in her throat, and 
her voice wos weak and unnatural. Next 
day she seemed to be a little better. She 
breathed with less difficulty, and spoke witha 
stronger voice; still it was evident that dis- 
solution was fast approaching, and: on the 
morning of the following day, when her 
friends thought her somewhat better, she 
suddenly expired without a struggle... 
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BROWN’S CASE OF ABDOMINAL DISEASE. 


Sectio Cadaveris. 


to, be in a ec 
state. 
The omentum was discoloured, with earth 
matter in some parts of it. The stomac 
was sopod at its upper part, buttowards the 
yloric orifice it was much thickened. The 
throughout its whole 
length ; its coats greatly, thickened and dis, 
coloured, but nothieg like scirrhous hard- 
ness was perceived, either in it or about 
the pyloric orifice of the stomach. The rest 
That part, @, peritoneum, 
whieh the duodenum. and pyloric ori- 
fice of the stomach, was so much altered in 
structure, that it was with difficulty the 
parts were dissected. The spleen was in- 
volved in a mass of diseased peritoneum, 
which: ft, was to remove it. 
"he pancreas was softer than natural ; the 
liver was dark-colotred, ‘but ‘in re- 
ees ‘The gall-bladder was much 
ed, and a to; be motbidly 


the kidneys, and the viscera ofthe’ 
Were in sound state.) x 


ive 


Remarks. bod 

Here then was found sufficient te account 
for the girl’s illness and déath;! but itis 
certainly very extraordinary; that duting 
the whole of the time La on her, ‘until’ 
within two days of her death, she never 
spoke either of her stomach or bowels. she 
complained of was In it the piin 
was constant and distressing ; and | must 
acknowledge, that [-was not @ little sur- 
ised ‘when I heard Dr. Blundell say, that 

‘ did not think there was any organic dis- 
seasé within the cranium) 


iJ o's 7 

Tn chronic complaints of the head, ex- 
perience has taught me to look more to the 
constancy than to the, seyerity, of the painful 
feelings of the patient, as a mark or sign of 
structural disease of the brain. In this 
young lady’s case, these feelings or symp- 
toms were certainly both very constant and 
very severe; yet, on removing the. skull, 
cap, and carefully examining the cerebrum, 
cerebellum, aud medulla oblongata, not a 
vestige of disease could be perceiyed in any 
of those parts. On the other band, chroni¢ 
affections of the stomach and duodenum 
are in general easily discovered by the well- 
known symptoms of dyspepsia which at- 
tend them; and when such complaints are 
caused by structural disease, these symp- 
toms are, for the most part, obstinate and 
severe. In the case now under considera- 
tion, however, with the' exception of the 


emaciation, which might have been caused | | 
enlargement of the mesenteric glands, 


| there did not exist one symptom which 
could point to the true seat of the complaint ; 
yet, on opening the abdomen, such a mass 
of disease, in and around the duodenum and 
| pyloric orifice of the stomach, was presented 
|to the view as could not fail to excite my 
/Surprise, and to make me wonder how, 
| during life, such a state of things could 
| exist without being made manifest by un. 
equivocal symptoms. But'so it sometimes 
is in chronic affections of internal organs; 
indeed I may'say , they are too often sur. 
rounded by an obscurity, which the keenest 
eye cannot penetrate. Hence, men of the 
greatest talent’ and experience can fre. 
quently do little more than ‘offer doubtful 
conjectures respecting ‘the proximate causes 
of ‘such tomplaints ; and ‘when, ‘as ‘inthe 
present case, dissection exposes to the light 
that which’ ‘before was hidden in darkness, 
ay cin orily express their astonishment, 
acknowledge that the works of nature 

aré, in truth, wondrous, and her ways past 

out. $3 

With regard to the nature, of the disease 
of which 1 am now ing, it is not easy, 
T must. say, to form anything like a satis. 
factory’: opinion. The alteration in. the 


’) structure.of the parts was so great, that one 


can hardly believe it could have taken place 
without having. been attended by some 
symptoms, which would have led at least 
to a suspicion of its existence. But such 
certainly | was, not the case, which renders 
it. very difficult to aecount for the mannerin 
which the change in the structure of the duo- 
denum ; and surrounding parts was brought 
about ; I shall, therefore, on this point,merely 
say, that as the girl was obviously of astrum- 
ous habit, I think it probable that the severe 
attack which preceded her long iliness, 
excited, while it lasted, scrofulous disease 
of the duedenum, which afterwards, with- 
but.cansing much pain in the part, went on 
with slow but sure steps, until it brought 
its unfortunate victim to the grave. 
Respécting the treatment little need be 
said. Looking at the case as Dr, Blundell 
did, I do not see what other plan could 
have been adopted, Had the complaint 
been caused either by functional derange- 
ment of the viscera of the abdomen, or fei 
disease of the mesenteric glands, tonics 
alteratives are the only medicines from 
which any benefit could have been expected. 
They were tried in vain. The nature of the 
disease was not understood, and I shall only 
add, that had we been able to discover it, 
we should, at the first, have pronounced the 
case to be utterly hopeless, 


8, Samuel-street, Woolwich. 
Feb. 32nd, 1833, 
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DR. GRANVILLE'S HINT.—OFFENSIVE WRITING. 


HINT FOR PHYSIOLOGISTS. 


To the Editor of Tne Lancer. 

8,1 cannot. resist from committing to 
your popular journal, the following, sug- 

jon to “4 one, inclination, 

ability, for physiological experiments, 
the subject circulation of the 
blood, and theory of inflammation. , It oc- 
curred to my mind about five years ago while 
gaged in microscopical observation with 
Mr. Cuthbert ; and | communicated it last 
year to Mr, Varley, the eminent artist and 
ingenious and evthusiastic microscopist, 
whale he was employed in exhibiting the 
circulation of the | in the’ web of the 
frog foot, at one of the. acientific, 
assemblies at Kensington Palace. J again 
repeated the suggestion this year to the 
samegentleman, ond now that the magnifi- 
cent light from Lieutenant Drum- 
tens been brought to bear: 
onthe: microscope, so.ns to render the ob-! 
servations both easier and more evident, '] 
camiot-belp thinking that the ** Hint for 


Physiologists” to'which I allude, might be 
‘ suecessfully adupted, and put} Produ 


readily and 
iute.execution, 
efsExpose the web of a frog im the usual 
manner, under the glass of the gus micro- 
scope, 80 as to exhibit the circulation of the 
blood. The phenomenon is seen most beau- 
tifuly and distinctly. ‘fhe two torrents, ran- 
ning: in divers directions, and the globular 
structure of the fluid, are seen at one and 
the same following the even course ot 
their- way. ‘Let now the experiment be 
made of irritating with a sharp needle the 
web on any one point, and watch the result, 
whether and how the even course of the cir- 
culating fluid be disturbed—whether dis- 
turbed immediately or not~—whether the 
citredt be retarded in one way and quick- 
ened in’ another—whether ‘the globular 
molecules congregate and are arrested, as 
around a centre, near the point of irritation 
—whether the form of the molecules is not 
then altered or modified—whether, in fact, 
from teing globular, they do not become po- 
lygonal—and whether it be not probable, 
that inflammation, and ‘if so, subsequent 
febrile action, be not the result of polygonal 
globules or molecules so produced, circulst- 
ing through the vascular system?” Rideat 
gai sapit, Ihave the hondur to be, 
Your obedient servant, - 
A. B. Granvitie, M.D. 


Grafton street, 21st February. 


ut 


|MEDICAL SOCIETY OF GENERAI 


PRACTITIONERS OF SOUTHWARK 
AND VICINITY. 


Lethe Biliser of-Tas 


bereits down J. CoX, Hon, Seo, 
11, Lambeth Walk, 19, 


“Ww, Harrison, Esq,, inythe Chair... 
‘The seeretary cofigratulated the Society 
upon.its rapid progress, the increase ‘of: its 
membersyand ithe ample futids now in the 
hands ef. theitreasurer, which be considered: 
to be quite sufficient to carryinto effect all 
the objects for which the Society was 
formed. After some ‘other business had 
gone through, one of: the members 
ced ithe Medical und Surgical Journal: 
for the 9th inst., ** leading: article”’ of: 
which. ented uponyjand 
the following resdlution proposed ‘and .car+ 
Resotied;—** Nov 540f The London: 
Medieal and Surgical: Journal, which con- 
tains an infamous and splenetic atiack upon 
general practitioners, be burnt, and that in 
future no more of that periodical shall be 
allowed to be brought into this Society.” 
Resolved,—‘* That the secretary be re- 
quested to forward to the Editor of Tar 
Lancer the heads of this evening’s dis- 
cussion, and a copy of the resolution ex- 
pressive of the contempt of this Society for 
the disgraceful article reflecting upon gene- 
ral practitioners as a body, contained in The 
London’ Medical and Surgical Journal for the 
9th inst.”—Cuarried unanimously. 
The journal was burnt in due form by the 
chairman,” 
An interesting discussion then took place 
on the subject of small-pox, Mr.’ Evans 
having inquired of the members present, 
how far in their’ minds vaccination was to 
be considered as a preventive of small-pox, 
he (Mr. Evans) having been Called to nu- 
merous cases after vaccinition.* 


| ® We de not give the discdssion which ensued, 
and in which Messrs. Hooper, Ratty, Howell, Eales, 
‘ax, Brady, and Skrimslire, took part, the 
ing and very the question left too 


doubtful, to render its publication advantageous.— 
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FONGUS HEMATODES OF THE HEAD. 

Mr. Cox then related the particulars of a 
case of fungos hamatodes which had ter- 
minated fatally under the care of Mr. Davis, 
of York Town, Blackwater, and presented 
to the inspection of the members the draw- 
ings taken at the post-mortem examination, 
showing the condition of the brain at the 
time of death :— 

’ John Banbury, footman in a gentle- 
man’s family, aged 23 years, was admitted 
into Guy’s Hospital, March 16th, 183, 
under the care of Mr. M : He was of 
sallow complexion, but previously en- 
joyed good health; had never experienced 
any injury of the head, except a slight scalp 
wont More than fifteen years he 
first felt'a degree of tenderness over the in- 
ferior-posterior angle of the left parietal 
bone, and had occasional shiverings, yet 
was free from headach, and enjoyed good 

neral health. Three s from the 
ate of his entrance at the hospital, a small 
moveable tumour appeared on the parietal 
bone, causing a sharp pain. A month after 
that, when it was of the size of a walnut, 
this tumour was opened, and some bloody 
serum escaped. ‘This operation was twice 
afterwards repeated, and, on the last occa- 
sion, the bare bone was felt with a probe. 
On admission to the hospital, there was a 
tumour above and behind the left ear, of 
the size of half an erange, with a broad 
base, having the surface divided into three 
lobulated cysts, one of them more promi- 
nent, red, and tender, than the others. The 
tumour was very elastic, and ut times was 
attended by much aching paiu—so severe 
indeed as to prevent sleep. A slight deaf- 
ness also was experienced, and the sight of 


him in the hands of an anqualified practi. 
tioner.* When on his journey, a large ab. 
scess burst, in uence, as th 

pose, of the jolting of the wagon, ant gave 
issue to a great quantity of highly offensive 
fluid, mixed with blood, He bad previously 
suffered a good deal of pain, but as soon as 
the discharge took he obtained relief, 
The person imto he fell used 
powerful escharotics, a ion of 
which always prodaced 
and greatly accelerated the ulceration, 
After the dismissal of the person, my 


simply employed anod and soothi 
applicetions the with an a 
sional aperient. 

Anasarcous swellings arose in about ¢ 
week after the patient left the hospital, and 
continued. His appetite was generally very 
good, sometimes ravenous. His urine was 
for the most part scanty, and he -was trou- 
bled with fits of fainting, especially on 
raising his head from the pillow, if not well 
supported. The sight of the left eye be- 
came more impaired, particularly when the 
head was raised; the deafness somewhat 
increased. He remained sensible to the pe- 
riod of his dissolution, and would freq 
converse with those around him. The dis- 
charge for two or three weeks previous to 
his death was very great, of a dark colout, 
mixed with bits of bone, and exceedingly 
offensive. 

As the ulceration spread, the vessels of 
the head were laid open, and he died (no 
doubt from hemorrhage) on the morning of 
the 22nd of August 1832. 


Autopsy. 


the left eye was oceasionally impaired. 

On the 26th March, ten days after admis- 
sion to the hospital, the dimness of sight | 
and pain in the head having increased, | 
leeches were applied to the tumour, with | 
much relief of the symptoms, and a small | 
— of opium was given, which pro- 


cured sleep. 
April 3. The surface was much inflamed 
and tender. 


12. ‘The disease extended so as to reach ' 
the upper part of the ear and raise it from! 
the scalp ; less pain was felt, but an increase | 
of deafness supervened. 

14. Ulceration was completed in the 
night, and about half a pint of bloody serum 
escaped from a small opening. Severul cer- | 
vical glands were enla 


May 10. The tumour had by this time’ 
acquired a considerable size, being nearly’ 
as large as half the head, and having the 
base considerably extended. 

June. The patient left the hospital, as 
his ts were anxious that he should be 
brought home, for the purpose of placing 


No internal post-mortem examination 
took place. The plates exhibited, on a side 
view,—1, The superior boundary of the 
tumour. 2. A large and deep excavation, 
extending to the boues of the left side of the 
head, partly containing a thin dark corrod- 
ing matter, ulcerating the surrounding sub- 
stance of the tumour, and causing consider- 
able caries of the bones, 3. The parietes 
of the tumour, very thick, and of the consist- 
ence of penn cartilage. The internal 
solid portion of the tumour when cut into, 
had a greyish appearance, and exhibited a 
great number of white cross.bands. 4, Ab- 
scesses of various dimensions, containing @ 
thin ichorous fluid. 5, An extensive ulce- 
ration from the bursting of a large 


'6. The external ear lifted up and thrown 


forward by the tumour, so that only the 
posterior margin of the ear was visible from 
the side.’ There was cedema of the face, A 
posterior view of the tumour showed the 


* The term employed.in the report is a libel, 
Ep. 


| 
| 
| 
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the knife. A mass of muscle, depending 
from the » hung out of the vagina. 
He waited t or four hours, and then 
turned the foetus, and after some little diffi- 
culty delivered the woman of a child, uni- 
lacertus. Soon after the mother died, From 
whatever cause the event had taken place, 
he thought the circumstances such as to de- 
mand an application from bim to the autho, 
rities for a judicial inquiry into the facts. 
But the reply from the sheriff, coroner, and 
other parties, was, that they could not, in- 
vestigate the matter, unless he could lay 
before them a high medical opinion, that the 
operation of cutting off an arm, before tura- 
ing, with a pig-killer’s knife, or other in- 


strument, was an unwarrantable eating 
and contrary to the received ae mid- 
pro- 


wifery. The result was, that no legal 
ceeding was instituted, but the woman was 
buried, and the grave closed for ever upon 
the mutilated corpses. 

The Presipent, Does Dr. Hendley 
wish to know if such an o' ion is ever 
performed in this country? It is not, of 
course, impossible, but that circumstances 
might demand an amputation of the limb of 
an undelivered fetus. 

The object of Dr. Hendley seemed to be 
obtained by a mere communication of the 
facts, and little more therefore was said on 
the subject. The moral of the case, how- 
ever, is this, that had the Irish coroner been 


|a medical man instead of a lawyer, the nar- 


rator of the facts would not have been sent 
back to search for the ignorantly and ab- 
surdly demanded proof required from him, 


|but the dictates of humanity would have 


been instantly responded to, in the expo- 
sure and consequent probable punishment 
of the slaughterers engaged in.the horrible 
transaction, 


LIVING HYDATIDS. 


At the conclusion of these remarks, 

Mr. Srernens entered the room in some 
haste, to exhibit to the Society three or 
four hydatids which he had procured in the 
course of the afternoon, affording the mem- 
bers an opportunity of personally witness- 


ied practi. [& suppurative excavation and the jagged 
a large ab. & edges of the tumour more distinctly. The 
they sup. J surface whitish, smooth, and even in some 
, and gave fluctuating to the touch, and in others 
y offensive and indurated. 
previously The inferior boundary of the tumour ter- 
soon ss minated at the lower edge of the occiput, 
ned'relief, [§ and from which the lower portion hung 
e fell used loose over the neck. The tumour mea- 
ti i the os parietal of the right side, eighteen 
foo inches; and from the centre of the head to 
rson, my the bottom of the tumour, ten inches. Its 
1, and he weight was estimated at about six pounds, 
soothing 
The Society afterwards adjourned to eight 
an p.m. of Friday the 1st of 
1 about ¢ 
pital, and 
rally very LONDON MEDICAL SOCIFTY. 
urine was 
was trou- Monday, Feb. 25th, 1833. 
cially on 
wal Dr. Burne, President. 
ft eye be- 
when the MIDWIFERY IN IRELAND. 
Dr. Henpury took the opportunity of 
nt making an inquiry as to the frequency in 
The dn. England of amputation of the arm in difficult | 
eviond 6 labours, where that ber bas d ded | 
first, and presents an apparent obstacle to | 
ceedingly speedy delivery ; grounded on the following | 
ase. A woman was taken in child-birth 
vessels of “mewhere in the county of Waterford in) 
died (no Ireland, in the absence of a medical man. 
orning of f [be tight arm of the child came down, and | 
8 aler waiting some time for its return, an 
abirth after the usual manner, a midwife | 
inattendance got a neighbouring pig-killer 
41 2 tosharpen his knife to the uttermost, and 
mination lend it to her to aid her in performing am- 
on a side patation. This she accomplished by in- 
y of the ff troducing the keen-edged tool, dividing 
cavatlon, the muscles around the humerus, and then, 
de ofthe J} while two other women held the patient by 
k corrod- the shoulders, forcibly wrenching and tear- 
ing sub- ing ‘the bone from the scapula,—a sepa- 
onsider- tation which required, it seemed, the ex- 
parietes ertion of no less power than the unfortu- 
consist- Hf nate boot-hook case which occurred two or 
internal three years ago a few miles from Jondon. 
ut ante, ff By-and-by Dr, Hendley was sent for, when 
ibited & J be found that an immense hemorrhage had | 
4. Ab- ensued, but whether directly from the foetus 
aining & or not he could not tell,— 
thrown from that, Mr. Dendy 
the tt: Denny. Yes, 1 think could tell whether 
ble from came from the circulation in the foetus or straight 
the mother. But was the mother cut at all by 
face. A the mid wife ?) 
wed the 
aod 88 no post-mortem examination was allowed. 
Some wound, however, had, he believed, 


sertainly been inflicted on the mother with 


t 
ing the existence of, life in these ‘‘ imper- 
fect animalcules,” as Baillie terms them, 
though the hydatids shown on this occasion 
|will almost justify the employment of the 
less equivocal term ‘‘ animal, 

The Presspent immediately drew atten- 
tion to the exhibition. ‘‘ This is yery in- 
teresting,” he observed, ‘‘ ag it settles a 
point greatly in dispute. Here is a head 
as clearly as a head ean be. Get a little 
warm water, and see if it will revive the 
movements,” 

Mr, Stepnens. “ Most probably it will 
not; for, u y, they are now ex- 


| 
‘ 


720 


iring, but they had this afternoon as free 
and gait movement as a lively leech, 
and although now almost spherical, have 

ssumed an alternately contracted and bulg- 
ing torm.” 

The Paxzsiprnr. ‘‘ Gentlemen will please 
to be very careful in examining them, lest 
they break, and the fact of life be shut from 
our observation,” 


Mr. Srepuens. “ The caution need not 
be very great, for although the structure of 
the bag appears to be so delicate, yet its 
tenacity is such that it will bear baudling 
without danger. 1 formerly obtained some, 
and inflated them both with eommon air and 


with hydrogen gas, making little balloons} 
of 


s, in fact. I should say that 
the mouth of the hydatid is valvular, for 
you cannot inflate without making a pune- 
ture in it. 1 once got some from the - 
men of a dropsical woman through @ trocar, 
but not being then much interested in them, 
E did not take great notice of their cha- 
‘racters.”” 


" Some warm water was now procured, and 
‘the hydatids were turned from the pial into 
u saucer, As soon as they were immersed, a 
Movement commenced in the neck of the 
rgest, which was of the form of a pear, and 
measured about two inches, from the fundus 
‘to the neck, the neck itself being about 
three quarters of an inch in length, the hy- 
‘ditid being not quite half full of transpe- 
rent liquid.. Tbe life was not now suffici- 
“ently vigorous to allow of its producing any 
action beyond the neck and a amall portion 
of the jmmediately adjoining body, but 
there a slight peristaltic motion commenced. 
We genered from Mr. Stephens the follow- 
ing facts connected with their history. He 
ined them from the mesentery of a 
‘slivep, through the Agency ofa butcher, who 
brought them according to a previous wish 
‘of Mr. Stephens, They had then been re- 
moved from the animal two or three hours, 
and were quite cold, On putting them in 
Warm water, they moved about with con 
siderable vivacity, the pyriform bodies col- 
lapsing and expanding with as much yer- 
micular action as their shape would allow, 
The extent of collapse was so considerable, 
as to permit the bag to be passed by de- 
grees through a channel of the minutest 
iameter without rapture ; they would pass, 
in fuct, any aperture that would admit a 
drop of water. Mr. Stephens mentioned 
that he had once extracted hydatids from 
the brain ofa sheep, and they were globu- 
lar, like those in the human sabject. The 
present hydatids were found floating in 
separate cysts. The hydatids found by Mr, 
Stephens in the sbeep’s brain, and 
those which came from the 


woman, were without cysts. 


LIVE HYDATIDS.—LITHOTRITYi 


‘The annexea 
drawing is 
taken from one 
of the byda- 
tids, Several 
ef them were 
much larger, 


[Some erroneous impressions seemed to 
revail as to the form and possession of 
ife in hydatids. Pyriform living hydatids 

have been made the subject of observation 
by Dr. Baillie. He says, speaking of those 
sometinies found in the liver, ‘ The hyda- 
tids in the livers of have been often 
seen to move when taken out of the liver 
and put into warm water, and they retain 
this power of motion for a good many hours 
after the sheep has been killed.” In some 
respects his description does not aecord with 
that which may be given of the hydatids 
sliown on the present occasion:—'' The 
analogy is. t between hydatids in the 
liver, of & sheep and those of the human 
subject. In both they are contained. in 
strong cysts, and in both they consist of the 
same pulpy matier,”’—spoken of by him in 
another part as being ‘‘ semi-opaque, pulpy, 
and like the coagulable lymph, the bag also 
being opaque.” The hydatid shown by 
Mr. Stephens were so transparent, bag and 
fluid, that words might have been read 
through them. ‘‘ The hydatid in the bu- 
man_liver,’’ be continues, *‘ is a si 
uniform bag; that in the sheep bas a neck 
aod mouth appendant to the bag. The. hy- 
datids of the humea liver have not, how- 
éver, as far as I know, been found to move 
when taken out of the body and pet into 
warm water. Were this to have happened, 
no uncertainty would remain as to their 
being animalcules.”” He adds, that this 
fact may be observed, though the rarity of 
their occurrence, and the length of time 
bodies are allowed to remain before exami- 
nation, place the proof of their possible 
living principle far from the ebance of de- 
tection. } 


No further remarks were made on the 
subject, as some gentleman was waiting to 


also | exbibit the bed (it ) used by Baron 
| Heurteloup in 208 litho- 
tripsy, 


together with au assortment of in- 
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‘© Mr. Casan Hawkrns contributed a paper 


HYDATID TUMOURS. 


struments employed by that operator for | 

inding, breaking, extracting stones in 
the bladder. The apparatus has been so 
fully explained in this journal, that it 
would be useless to gite details on the! 

t exhibition. We take the opportu- 

nity, however, of advising the gentleman (a 
Mr. Brookes) who showed the manner of | 
the various operations, to ubandon, on 
other public occasions, the use of the invi- 
dious expression “ few,”’ when alluding to 
the “ successful cases” of any other opera- | 
tor, to whose disparagement it may be, 
meant to be employed. The emphasis laid | 
on the word was neither in good taste | 
nor just, and the merits of Baron Heurte- 
loup do not require such an attempt to 
elevate them above their right standard. 

The exposition of Mr. Brookes was lucid 
and comprehensive, and gave satisfaction to 
the Society. 
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‘« hydatid encysted tumour” he regarded as 
invariably fatal where it continued to pro- 
gress, and was combined with inflammatory 
action, without which latter, however, tle 
bulk of the tumour (tumours of the liver 
being chiefly alluded to throughout the 
paper) wes the only inconvenience occa- 
sioned by its existence. He did not regard 
hydatids as evidence of mali disease. 
The diagnosis of these tumours he thonght 
was not very evident by manual examina- 
tion alone, unless they were very large. Of 
course not. To the other means of diay- 
nosis no additional signs were-added, Re- 
lative to the trial by 
ture was the only e enlarged on. 

had sometimes been opened, be shaetved, 
but this plan was not to be regarded eitheras 
a Lopeful, or even as. en innocuous, course of 
proceeding,—the excitement or the increase 
of inflammation. being risked ‘by it, for its 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY, 
Tuesday, February 26th, 1835. 
Mr. Lawrence, President. 


HYDATID AND AQUEOUS TUMOURS, 


this evening on the subject of hydatid 
Wmours, (the companion to a paper read 
sone time ago on aqueous tumours, ) wherein 
he briefly reviewed most of the facts hitherto 
on the subject of hydatids and their 
eysts, and added some nese of his 
own on their symptoms, degree of fatality, 
excess of the hydatid over the 
Muedus cysts, and treatment, with a re- 
ference to two or three cases which had oc- 
eatred at St. George's Hospital, treated by 
puoctore and iuternal remedies. He com- 
menced by offering reasonable objections to 
the confused and indiscriminate manner in 
Whieh the terms hydatid,” hydatid tu- 
mours,”’ “hydatid ey sts,” &c., had been ap- 
plisd by authors, and showed the distinctions 
which correctuess demanded should be made 
in the several designations applied to the 
tumours or cavities, the cysts, aud the con- 
tained animaleules, and the mere aquedus 
eysts which had nothing to-do with the real 
hydatid. ‘The paper successively treated of 
the various component of these ‘tu- 
mours, the ance or paucity of the im- 
prisoned hydatids, and the circumstance of 
the - sometimes not being capacious 
enough to hold the swarm of animalcules 
feneruted within, and the con re- 
duction of their coats to a mass. With 


No, 496. 


he thought, to wait for the suppuration.of 
the tumour, though if the symptoms became 
very oppressive to the patient (not else), he 
knew no reason why it should not be treated 
like other tumours,—-by opening. A case 
atSt. George's was thug treated, but not with 
ultimate benefit. Sometimes they would 
spontaneously burst, and the patient re- 
cover; sometimes they ulcerated through 
the liver into the intestines, and then when 
they burst into the lower and less important 
part of the alimentary canal, they were 
voided by the rectum, but when into the 
duodenum they were ejected by vomiting, 
an effect by far the more serious of the two. 
Of the snadscal treatment of hydatid tumours 
he ventured to, say nothing, but presumed 
that it should be simply conducted on gene- 
ral medical principles, lodine had 
tried at St. George’s Hospital with tempo- 
rary alleviation of the symptoms, though the 
case in the end proved fatal.. In mere 
aqueous tumours, commonly culled hydatid 
1 tumours, he decidedly, under judi- 
cious exceptions, recommended puncture 
with a trocur, moderate and continued pres- 
sure being carefully used during the evacu- 
ition of the fluid, to prevent air from enter- 
ing; of, in place of pressure, which might 
excite inflammation, the application of 
cupping-glass to the extremity of the canula. 
Cure must then be taken to get the sides of 
the puncture well together, and healed up 
aguinst the danyerous and peseireting at- 
mosphere, by applying long straps of ad- 
hesive plaster over it, and bandages around 
the abdomen. Many observations, relative to 
the nature and pathology of the disease, we 
have not room to notice. A few remarks 
from niembers followed. 
Mr. Lancsrarr, not having heard some 
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arts of the paper perhaps very clearly, 
Fabanitted that as wore decidedly 
living animals, it was wrong to call them 
tumours. Hydatids occasionally existed 
unsurrounded by a cyst. 

Mr. Hawxtns denied that this correction 
was in season, as he had throughout applied 
the word “tumour” to the cyst, and not to 
the hydatid within. As for the cysts, he 
had himself never seen an hydatid without 
one, wherever it might be situated. 

Tue Presrpent thought they were some- 
times simply embedded in cellular texture, 
free from any actual cyst. (An assent was 
given to this by some members.) 

Mr. Hawkins thought a cyst one of the 
natural results of the contents of the tumour. 

The conversation was pursued in a desul- 
tory manner to the close of the evening. 
One gentleman related a case occurring at a 
dispensary at the west end, in which a hy- 
datid tumour of the liver was punctured, 
and at different times gave exit to several 

uarts of fluid aud en-down hydatids. 

t last the tumour found an opening ia the 
bowels, and the man for two or three years 
voided its reaccumulating contents by the 
rectum, and ultimately quite recovered from 
the disease, During a year or two, in fact, 
it had not returned, r gentleman 
stated that he had seen a good deal of the 
disease in sheep, when a boy, and residing 
near his uncle’s farm. The hydatids oc- 


curred frequently in the cranium (constitut- 
ing “‘ giddy sheep”’), and his practice was to 
trepan them remove the cause, when 


many of them would perfectly recover, ln 
these cases the hydatids were not in the 
brain, though covered by the pia mater. 

Tue Presivent observed that the gene- 
ral impression was that the hydatids came 
directly from the sabstance of the brain. It 
was strange if no gentleman present could 
say whether such was ever, Or not, their 
situation. 

Mr. Stantey said that in the museum 
at Bartholomew’s there was a hydatid which 
was found embedded in the tbe 
a sheep, the outer covering of t ati 
consisting of the foro and arachnoid 
membrane. In this case there was no en- 

ing cyst. ‘Phere was also a prepara- 
Hospital, where a large 
hydatid was discovered occupying the late- 
ral ventricles in an adult. He also knew of 
one that was situated in the connecting cel- 
lular tissue of the muscles ne thigh, and 
one in the posterior the spine, in 
each of which cases ac eet existed. 

Mr. Hawkrns expressed his opinion that 
the hydatid formed first, ard that then the 
cellular texture condensed around it, and 
formed the cyst, being greater (as in the 
jiver) or less (as in the cranium) ac 


On frame in which they oc. 


curred. 

The discussion now languishing, and the 
clock striking ten, the President suggested 
that the hint given by the chimes should be 
taken, and the audience retire to coffee 
and biscuits. Retired accordingly, 


WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Saturday, February 23rd, 1833. 
Dr. Stamowp in the Chair. 


PHYSIOLOGY OF ABORTION—-ADVENTITIOUS 
PRODUCTIONS OF THE UTERUS—-ALLEGED 
FALLACIES IN OBSTETRICS. 


Dr. Granxvitie having, at a rious 
meeting, given notice that he should offer 
some observations on Abortion, considered 
in a physiological point of view, and on 
certain adventitious productions of the 
uterus, uddressed the Society at great 
length on the various important topics 
which those questions embrace, and ad- 
vanced a great number of new facts con- 
nected with them, which went to show the 
fallacy of the doctrines hitherto propounded 
by obstetrical and other writers on those 
subjects. 

Dr. Granyille made a pointed, and, we 
think, 4 just, allusion to the lamentable de- 
ficiency of physiological knowledge among 
the profession in this country, while forei 
schools and universities present a w 
host of names more illustrious than any that 
ever before graced the annals of physica 
For twenty such eminent characters whi 
might be named, and some of which Dr, 
Granville did personally name, among those 
of France. Germany, and Italy, not more 
than two or three could be recorded in this 
country, On the physiology of generation, 
utero-firtation, and the previous dev 
ment of the ovum and embryo, and their 
structure, not one writer, indeed, or ob- 
server of eminence, could be named among 
us, since Hunter and Sir E, Home, who 
could be put in competition with such mea 
as Rolando, Lobstein, Lauth, Boer, Pockels, 
Tiedeman, Geoffroy St. Hilaire, Serres, 
Meckel, Breschet, Magendie, Prevost, Du- 
Adelon, and others, 
iving, an ve to the progress of fe 
and generative physiology, respecting which 
they have made incessaut experiments and 
practical observations. 

While advancing the several new and in- 
teresting facts to which he directed the at- 
tention of the Society, Dr. Granville exhi- 
bited several exquisitely-executed drawings 
by Mr. J. Perry, illustrative of those facts 
and showing the several parts of the human 
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DR. GRANVILLE ON THE PHYSIOLOGY OF ABORTION, &c. 


ovum in its various stages of health and 
disease. He likewise cited the authority 
of the various modern physiologists, par- 
ticularly Professor Boer’s of Konigsberg, 
Dr. Pockels, and Messrs, Prevost and Du- 
mas, in support of his own views and ex- 
periments, quoting, as he proceeded in his 
address, their own words, or the works in 
which they were to be found. Nor was 
Dr. Granville less copious in his allusions 
to actual preparations and specimens con- 
i in various anatomical collections, 
particularly those of the Royal College of 
» Royal College of Physicians, 
Sir Charles Clarke, and his own, which 
Dr. Grenville appears to have studied with 
no litle assiduity, and which, he said, 
served the 
reality of man: the facts al b 
foreign In his researches, Dr 
Granville informed the Society that he 
found morbid anatomy eminently calculated 
to throw light on the structure of certain 
parts which have eluded. detection in the 
normal state, owing to their minuteness. 
We do not profess to have caught the 
entire sentiments and matter of Dr. Gran- 
ville’s lengthened address—an address full 
of subjects remarkable for their novelty ; 
but we recollect enough, to be able to state, 


that he proved, almost to demonstration, 


that the ovulum destined to be fecundated, 
pre-exists in the vesicles of the ovarium 
(De Graaf), and has been va ree ob- 
served and accurately described by Boer— 
that the structure of the ovulum, both be- 
fore and after fecundation, resembles that 
of the ovum of birds, under both those cir- 
cumstances—that when the ovulum travels 
from the ovarium to the uterus, and enters 
the cavity of that organ, it is inverted or 
surrounded by a cortical membrane, covering 
what has been denominated the ‘‘ shaggy 
chorion” —that this cortical membrane of Boer 
(corterori of Dr. Granville) is the identical 
membrane to which the name of decidua 
has been given, which has been mis- 
for a uterine production; and to ac- 
count for which an improbable and unintel- 
has been imagined by Hun- 
ter, and repeated Denman, Burns, and 
all the lesser obstetrical writers in the 
country—that there is no sucli a thing as a 
decidua reflerca—that the chorion and amaoion 
(orthe transparent membranes as the speaker 
called them) are vascular membraves suscep- 
tible of congestion, inflammation, and conge- 
quent thickening, ofall of which morbidcondi- 
tions Dr. Granville exhibited some splendid 
drawings—that the amnion is a secreti 
membrane—hat the ovulum, from and after 
fecundation, until it is firmly connected with 
the uterus, lives and grows on its own inhe- 
tent life-principle, being a period offrom one 


weight generally —that even after the | 


full period of gestation, if the mature ovum 
be expelled, perfect, and intact, the foetus 
has shownits capability of living for a space 
of time equal to twenty, thirty, and even 
forty minutes—that the filaments observed on 
the surface of the chorion, are partly suckers, 
and ly vessels destined to carry the 
b of the foetus as soon as sanguification 
begins in the latter, and that the suckers 
serve to draw from the cortex the nutriment 
for the embryo, while the ovulum is yet in- 
dependent of all attachment to the mother— 
lastly, that the connexion of the embryo 
with the mother, is not, as hashitherto been, 
and is still, conjectured in this country, by 
i iate vascular transmission, Dr. Gran- 
ville showed that there were no fewer than 
two screens between the seminal points of 
the uterine vessels on the one part, and the 
embryonic vessels on the other, which most 
effectually prevented all direct and con 
tinuous communication; and he informed 
the society, that not only had Lauth, of 
Strasburg, as far back as the year 1826, 
stated this fact, in contradiction to - 
thing that had been said in this country 
Hunter and his successors, which fact, 
founded on anatomical examination, had 
been confirmed by Dr. Carus of Dresden, 
but that for two or three vious to 
that time, he, Dr. Granville, had in the 
habit of stating to his pupils, in his lec- 
tureson midwitery, that there was a mem~ 
brane which letely inverted, and co- 
vered the cotyledons of the placenta, di 
ping amongst them after this fashion of 
arachnoid of the brain, and completely pre~ 
venting any continuous transmission of 
blood from the mother and the fetus. To: 
this: membrane Dr. Granville has given the 
name ef the membrana profusa of the pla- 
centa, to distinguish it from the decidua ; 
and he has more than once exhibited itsex- 
istence over the surface of an intact pla-. 
centa, and insufflated air under, or injected 
the same into, it. 

Dr. Granville was listened to with great 
attention, and excited by his statements and 
views covsiderable interest among the mem- 
bers present, but few of whom, however, 


addressed the chair in reply. The first was: 

Mr. Hunt, who one or two per- 
tinent questions, which were sati 
answered. Next 


Dr. Jeweu acknowl that the view 
taken by Dr. Granville of the whole sub- 
ject simple and clear, and he was, 
therefore, more inclined to adopt it than he 
had ever been. disposed to believe in. the 
existence of the decidua reflexa, the forma~. 
tive process.of which, as, laid downin books, 
he professed never to have been able te 
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.—TALK OF “REFORM” 


were due to Dr. Gran- | M.D.s, and a small sprinkling of surgeons), 
and asked aj were recommended to make the subject a 


question or two, which the Doctor replied | matter of conversation amongst them, and 


to satisfactorily. But the remarks elicited | 
among the members nt, which seemed 
to be the most, gratifying to Dr. Granville, 
. Brown (a cian, w 
has, we believe, in phy- 
siological researches and comparative ana- 
tomy), who stated that his own obser- 
vations and itiquiries led him most readily 
and cordially to adopt Dr, Granyille’s new 
and prectical views, in preference to the | 
theoretical and purely conjectural notions 


80 much interest, which had the additional 
merit of being powerfully elucidated by 
comparative 


analogy in and vegetable phy- 
phy-| 


improve what they had heard. So the 
various gentlemen clubbed heads, and.dis- 
cussed the merits of the lithograph por- 
traits and battle engravings on che walls, 
and the German bacchaualian imaginings, 
and other burin licenses, on the tables— 
talked, some of them of their horses, others 
of the illuminations, a few of them of medi- 
cal matters, othersof loggerbeads, of ‘* Max- 
illa,” “* Vestibulus,” and petty medical re. 
form, aud Dr. *. threatened that he would 
give his opponent a: thorough * dose” 
when next be took the pen in hand with 
that intent. ‘Time and coffee were thas 
mutually consumed, and all the news of the 


| meeting might be got, in jarge type, inte a 
n ell, - 


is 


ment for this avowal of conetirtence in 


celebration of our beloved Quaeen’s birth- 


opinions, and immediately aiterwards the day, disappointment was felt by those w 


expectations had been excited, because Sir 


Burnett, that the subject might be/ Henry did not attend splendidly ilumin- 


atliourned, with a suggestion from 
ad renewed at the next meetin’. 


Yad? 


of ‘the debate, we feidrned that Dr. 
Granville shortly intends publishing: a work 
Asorrron, which he has been preparing 
some years. Engravings from the beau- 
tiful drawings of “Mr. Perry — drawings 
which for beauty and fidelity of execution 
have certainly never been excelled by any 
morbid anatomy draughtsman—are on the 
eve, we understand, of publication, in 4to 


anatomical observations and 
prolegomena. ‘The importance and novelty 
of the undertaking will probably speedily 
secure 4 full list of subscribers to the work. 
It is impossible not to wish a cordial and 
eager reception 'to native physiological and 
ical works in this country, hitherto 

so much neglected. We shall seize this 
opportunity, also, of warmly recommending 
to the sapport of the»profession, the patho- 
ical contributions to our libraries (already 
noticed in this journal) now in course of 
Professor Carswell 
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ated with amber-coloared lamps, having a 
portable-gas star at his breast, and a gas 
glory round his wig, all in honoar of the 
oceasions' Hé was ‘at her ‘Majesty's coart 
in the morning ; but some other pliysician 
filled the throne at his own in the evening. 


st 


THE LANCET, 
Lowlon, Saturday, March 2, 1833... 


Whiten the Loxnow Cortroe or Meror- 
ctnk wus called into existence by the con- 
current voices of nearly two thousand mem- 
bers of the profession in public meeting as- 
sembled, the corruptionists held down their 
guilty heads, either from natural cowardice, 
or from the exercise of a sound discretion, 
and were incapable of volunteering a single 
sentence in favour of ths old medical cor- 
porations. The assembly once dissolved, 
and public diseassion, in open convocation, 
being for a time at an end, the hired agenis 


Monday, February 25th. Second Monthlu 
Meeting of 1833. 

Tus fore of the eveni 

cupied by reading of a by Dr. | 


Wilson on the important part which is! 
played by the kidneys in a large class of. 
diseases. At the close of it the audience, 
which was numerous (a large number of 


of courtiers, intriguers, and jobbers, were 
set to work, and Slander was commanded 
to execute forthwith the duties of bis office. 

« Reform in medical corporations! Pooh! 
“ Who shall hear of anything so revolting 
“© to refined ears? Who shall dare ‘to ut- 
* ter such a word as “ reform ” within the 


THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


« walls of the College at Pall Mull East? 
“ Has not Sir Heyry Harrorp decided 
that there shall be no reform .in..the me- 
« dieal corporations, and where is the phy- 
“sician, whether Fellow or Licentiate of 
« the Royal College, who will have the te- 
merity to dispute his mandate?” 
Such were the questions of the impo- i 

tent and affectedly-indignant venal ae 

Events have now furnished the answer. 
That word which was to prove so distract- 
ingly offensive to the refined ears of the 
courtly Sir Hexry, is now pronounced as 
glibly by the supple baronet bimself, as he 
ever and anon lisps, ‘‘ Most noble Duke ;”’ 
“ Right honourable Lord.” Ah! but the 
wary baronet does something more than 
speak of reform.” Heis for “ reform” in 
right earnest. Thatis, such reform” as 
would suit him and his tools, leaving the 
mass of the profession overwhelmed by all 
their present legislatorial and municipal 
difficulties. Oh, the eel-backed Sir Harry ! 
Who shall trace thee in all thy windings, 
thou doubly-clarified ier , But we 
track thee by thy slime, as we trace the 
morning slug. We follow thee to thy 
numberless recesses-by marking the blight 
and devastation which characterise thy per- 
nicious course on the road to royalty and 
fame, Oh, Sir Harry! booing Sir Harry ! 
slippery Sir Haney! didst thou not, in an 
evil hour, prostrate thyself in the portico 
of the London University, and there act 
a3 a stambling-block to those Whig mi- 
nisters who held the all-but-executed 
charter of that Institution in their faithless 
hands? Whatever. may be the cause, it is 
a fact, that the University, up to this hour, 
has no charter, though that Institution was 
of Whig origin, was first promoted by Lord 
Brovcnam, Earl Grey, Lord Auckianp, 
Marquis Lanspowne, Lord Duruam, Sir 
Jawes Grauam, Sir Tuomas Denuan,— 
men who have now been holding the highest 
offices of the Government little short, of 


_. thirty months ;—that University, we repeat, 
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is still without @ charter, although at the 
first public meeting which was called for 
its establishment, Mr. Brovcnam asserted, 
“that public opinion must eventually 
“ wrench such an instrument from the hands 
‘sof the most corrupt government in the 
world,”"—a prediction whieh, thus far, bas 
been falsified by actual fact. 

But the Chancellor, Lord Brovonamand 
Vivx, has ‘been invited to the Royal Col- 
lege in Pall-Mall East, to sip coffee and 
enjoy the pleasures of a courtly’ téte-di-téte 
with the eel-backed President! Think of 
that, Master Brooxe! . Here are strange 
doings! Great events continue to mark the 
era in which we live. Here is an event! 
An evening meeting between the Speaker 
of the House of Lords and Head of the 
Chancery Court, and.the great Secret-Bul 
letin Signer !—in short, between the 
Seal and the Gold-headed Cane, Ob, the 
monstrous mockery, the pomp and folly, 
the treachery, of state and office! When 
Sir Haxrorp was the beloved, be- 
dubbed, and bedaubed baronet of that «‘ ex- 
quisite monarch Groncer the Fovrta, did 
he,--and we. put. this question to the 
Cuancettor, —did he then invite Mr. 
Hzxry Brovonam to the College, to his 
house, oreven to the lodge of his mansion ? 
Did he then “ solicit the honour” of Mr. 
Brovouam’s presence, when that gentle- 
man was deemed the fit object of persecu- 
tion by the Liverpool-and-Eldon govern- 
ment? Fah! How. is it that the clear- 
sighted, penetrating eye of the Cuancentor 
cannot see through this thin-skinned courtier? 
Why, with all the creature’s cunning, bois 
as transparent, both in body and in mind, as 
a piece of flimsy muslin! The Whigs are 


in office. The Whigs are objects of adula- 
tion with Sir Henry. The Whigs have 
power to grant a charter to the London 
University,—a charter to the London Col- 
lege of Medicine,. The Whigs, then, ere 
the fit objects of courtly intrigue. ‘The 
Whigs bave power to amend the charter of 
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Heyry the Ercuta—in other words, the 
Charter of the Royal College of Physicians, 
of which Sir Henny seems to be the rer- 
Presipent. Thus the Gold-headed 
Cane, perceiving, with its sharp-set eye, 
the mighty power of the Great Seal,) that 
significant emblem of Royal authority) boos 
before it with all the slavish admiration of a 
true idolator. 
Tt is natural, it is in keeping with all the 
rest of his actions, that Sir Henry Hat, 
Forp, that old thorough-going Tory, should 
invite the thorough-going Whig, Lord 
Brovonam, now that that Whig is high in 
office, to the evening parties held at the 
Royal College. But the acceptance of the 
invitation by the latter, excites the asto- 
nishment of thousands. We know not if it 
be true, but it is reported, that a Tory peer 
having questioned Sir Henry, the other 
day, as to how it happened that he invited 
‘the Whig Brovonam to the College, the 
courtly baronet is said to have replied, 
giving at the same time a most expressive 
nod,—‘* Why, you see, my dear lord, our 
“« charter requires to be slightly modified 
“* Though I have some influence with the 
« King, his Majesty does not like to act 
**in the slightest degree in opposition to 
“his Ministers. Brovonam is Chancel- 
“lor, He has great power in the cabinet. 
« We want to use him. Inshort, we want 
« the Great Seal, and Brovonam is as open 
“to flattery as a girl of sixteen.” The suf- 
ficiency of the explanation, according to re- 
port, at once satisfied and silenced the 
querist, and Sir Henry smiled and de- 


If, however, the Whigs in office can be 
‘thus cajoled and humbugged out of all 
knowledge of their duties, and out of all 
share of common sense, ought we to re- 
‘main quiescent spectators of such scenes of 
chicanery, and consent to remain the pas- 
sive victims of folly and insult? If there 
now be a cry for “reform ”’ set up within 
the very walls of the College of Physicians, 


we ought to feel assured, from past expe. 
rience, that the demand is made from in- 
terested, and not from patriotic, motives, 
It is the precursor of an attempt to 
strengthen the powers of the College, and 
extend the circle in which it may exercise 
its authority. The scheme must be de. 
nounced, exposed, and frustrated, though 
it would be a matter of no very great im- 
portance, even if a new charter, framed in 
exact accordance with the ‘‘ enlarged views” 
of the President himself, should be obtained, 
The thing could not last. It would soon 
disappear before the daily-increasing light 
of knowledge. As wisdom advances, the 
power of the corrupt few must continue, in 
the same proportion, to retrograde, and be- 
come less noxious. The monopolies are all 
in jeopardy, and the monopolists are all 
quaking. Not because we have a liberal 
Government, or because we have an enlight- 
ened body of men in the House of Com- 
mons, but as consequences of enlightened 
public opinion. The people now know how 
to take care of their own interests, and, 
hence, to make those demands which are 
best suited to their condition and cireum- 
stances. Is the public health a toy, that it 
should be trified with as a bauble in the 
hands of a courtier? Is it a thing to be 
tossed as a gilded ball between the Presi- 
dents of the two royal colleges,—to be 
bandied across from Pall-mall East to Lin- 
coln’s-Inn-fields, and thence kicked down 
to the drug-establishment at Blackfriars- 
bridge? The recent movements in the es- 
tablishment founded by Henny the E:cuti, 
indicate to the members of the profession 
that they should no longer sleep at their 
posts, but stand forward, at once, in a man- 
ner becoming men of science and learn- 
ing, and demand a law of general operation 
for the government of the profession as a 
body, and the regulation of medical prac- 
tice with a view to the pro‘ection of the 
public health. Individual interest and in- 
dividual feelings should succumb to the 
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common weal. Let us have no more of! 
such charters as were granted by Henny | 
the Ercurn, the Jameses, and Groroe the 
Tared; but a comprehensive law, which 
shall be noble in its design, and equable 
and efficient in operation. 

We shall be at some trouble to make our- 
wlves acquainted with the amendments of 
the charter sought for by Sir Henny Hat- 
rorp, and take up the subject the moment 
we find ourselves in possession of the re- 
quisite facts. 


Bust of the late Joshua Brookes, F.R.S. 


We are enabled to speak of this minia- 
ture performance in the highest terms of 
praise, in relation to the two points which 
constitute the real value in all such works 
of art, via., the fidelity of the resemblance 
to the original, and the beauty of its exe- 
cution as a work of art. Mr. Brookes was 
known intimately by hundreds of the pro- 
fession, and thousands of his professional 
brethren knew him slightly. Now, of these 
we believe there is not an individual who 
saw him more than once who would not 
instantly recognise his features struck off 
by the skilful and correct hand of Mr. 
M‘Carthy. Few mementoes can be more 
grateful to the feelings of those gentlemen 
who derived a knowledge of anatomy under 
the kind, we might say the father. like, at- 
tentions of Mr. Brookes, than the elegant 
bust before us. It is very portable, hand- 
somely mounted, and protected from the 
dust by a bell-shaped glass, and furnishes, 
independently of agreeable reminiscences, 
a pleasing object to the sight as an orna- 
ment on the mantlepiece. In short, as 
the striking general character of the like- 
nese induces us to place much value on 
this bust, so are we disposed to give it our 
warmest recommendation. 


= 


Sin Cuartes will deliver a course 
of fifteen lectures on Comparative Anatomy 
in the Theatre of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons, Lincoln's Inn Fields, during tbe 
present month and part of April, commenc- 
ing on the 5th instant. 


MEMOIR OF DR. ARMSTRONG, 
LETTER FROM DR, BOOTT. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Str,—In the last number of your journal 
you impute to me an unintenti mis- 
representation respecting the publication of 
Dr. Armstrong’s Lectures in it. 1 should 
be very sorry to think I had made one, even 
through ignorance. As you have very 
graciously noticed my memoir, and called 
upon me to amend my statement in the se- 
cond volume, perhaps you will allow me to 
Say at once, that you have put a construc- 
tion upon two passages in the work which 
they do not bear. As I have entered upon 
the consideration of the facts connected 
with marsh fever, which will oceupy my 
second volume, I could not easily recur to a 
subject which has no connexion with the 
discussion of the probable sources of fever. 

In the letter of April, 1824, Dr. Arm- 
strong evidently alludes to a report that his 
lectures were to follow those of Sir A. 
Cooper, There is nothing in the mere 
statement of this rumour which is incon- 
sistent with the facts you have given. It 
was netural that those who knew the value 
of his lectures should suggest to him the 
probability of their appearing in Tur 
Lancer, and that he should express to me 
an apprehension upon the subject. He 
certainly felt it, and though you had at the 
time never thought of publishing the lec- 
tures, he believed that sooner or later they 
were to appear in your journal. They did 
appear within six months. That he had 
occasion to congratulate himself afterwards 
on the effect which their publicity bad upon 
his reputation and success, 1 have no doubt; 
and that he furnished you with reports of 
them, your testimony is abundant proof. 

In the other passage you object to my 
saying, that much of the practical informa- 
tion with which his lectures abounded is 
lost, and would insinuate that I aimed it 
against the accuracy of the reports of them 
in Tue Lancer. i disclaim any such in- 
tention. If you will turn to the passage, 
you will see, that in speaking of his lectures, 
I allude to my having in my possession all 
his note-books, from which he lectured, 
and that J remark these “‘ are generally 
wholly unintelligible to me, as they consist 
of words without any immediate connexion, 
Many of his lectures are comprised ina few 
pages, and the names of persons frequently 
occur whose cases he detailed in illustra- 
tion of his views and treatment of disease. 
It is muck to be regretted, that the va- 
luable practical information with which his 
lectures abounded is thus, ina great mea- 
sure, lost, for though there is a report of 
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some of them ian Tur Lancet, and a va- 
luable MS. copy taken in the leeture-room 
by a very intelligent pupil, Mr. Rix, of St. 

eots. We have lost much of that eloquent 
style, and that copious reference to particular 
facts, which make them so attractive and in- 
structive to his hearers.” 


Tam sure you will icknowledge at once 
the' propriety of these observations, for you 
must see, that they were principally ap- 
plied tu the reports of his lectures, us com- 

with his MS, note-books. Dr. Arm- 
strong was usually occupied one hour and a 
quarter at least over each lecture, and 
sometimes two hours; and if you will com- 
re this period of time with that occupied 
. reading his lectures, and consider that 
that copious reference to particular cases 
which gave such admirable illustration of 
his general views, is necessarily wanting in 
your report, you wil) not say that my state- 
ment requires amendment, The general 
accuracy of your reports, &c, I have always 
admired, and I haye only regretted they 

You acknowledge that the lecture on 
mania did not appear in Tue Lancer. I 
do not find that on erysipelas, those on the 
‘use of purgatives in acute diseases, and se- 
veral of his lectures on chronic, disorders 
are brief extracts, I, therefore, spoke of 
** some”’ of his lectures being published in 
Tur Laycet. | trust, therefore, that you 
will consider 1 have sufficiently noticed 
your criticism, and will do me the justice to 
acquit me of any covert design against the 
reputation of Lancer. 

“ou have been pleased to spevk in terms 
of commendation of the memoir, and cour- 
tesy requires that I should say I am your 
obliged humble servant, 

F. Boorr. 


24, Gower-street, Feb. 24, 1835. 


*,* Our thanks being due, are hereby 
returned, to Dr. Boorr, for the candid ac- 
knowledgments contained in the foregoing 
letter. We entirely and willingly acquit 
Dr. Boorr of any covert design against the 
reputation of Tur Lancer. In fact, from 
what we have heard of the integrity of his 
‘character, we exonerate him from desiring 
to do anything covertly. On comparing the 
lectures in Tur Laxcerwith the manuscript 
notes, we can readily believe that. Dr. 
Boorr felt himself justified in stating that 
‘*some”’ of Dr. Anmsrnonc’s lectures had 
“been published in Tuk Laxver, more espe- 
cially as he was incapable of finding the 
lectures on mania, erysipelas, the use of 
purgatives, and acute diseases. Still, Dr. 


DR. ARMSTRONG’S LECTURES —NEW CASE OF 


Boorr does not inform us whether he knew 
at the time he was writing that the manu- 
script of the lectures was forwarded to this 
journal by Dr. Anmsrronc himself. It is 
this fact which throws the entire circum. 
stances into a position altogether different 
from that which, at first sight, they appear to 
maintain in the memofr. As. Dr. Boorr 
admits, which he does most cordially, on 
our own testimony, that the copies of the 
lectures were sent to this journal by the 
lecturer, surely he will not so decidedly 
question Dr. Armsrronc’s judgment as to 
believe that the teacher forwarded the least 
valuable part of his lectures, and retained 
the most important portions to occupy the 
recesses of his bureau! As the publication 
of the entire course was left wholly to the 
discretion of the lecturer, it is fair to pre- 
sume that Dr. Anmstrronc himself did not 
consider that those discourses which were 
withheld contained much information, either 
in, theory or practice, which ought to be 
submitted to the searching criticism of the 
profession. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 


GLANDERS IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT, 


«A new disease is opened to us,”’ saidsome 
of the medical officers of this hospital, after 
examining the body of one of Dr. William’s 
| patients on Monday, February the 18th, in 
the dead-house. Drs. Williams, Elliotson, 
Roots, and bright, and Mr. Travers and 
Mr. Youatt (London University), with se- 
veral other professional gentlemen and a 
crowd of peek ars were present on this oc- 


casion. The corpse was that of a man, who 
had been admitted ten days or a fortnight 
, before, for we hardly know what, nor could 
learn, The case progressed up to Thursday 
the 14th, when a symptom appeared which 
Dr. Williams supposed to be ** gout in the 
head.’ ‘Lhe attention of Dr. Elliotson was 
; Soon after called to the man, who, when 
seen by that gentleman, presented the fol- 
lowing diseased characters. Several large 
phlyzaceous pustules appeared on the face 
and neck; a profuse stinking discharge 
issued from each nostril; there was swell- 
ing and bright redness of the eyelids, so 
as to close the eyes, and gangrenous in- 
flammation of the right temple and ad- 
joining part of the nose; soft fluctuating 
swellings, some red, some livid, some 
pinkish, arose in the upper and lower ex- 
tremities, and one of great size was on 


sus 
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head. His age was 23, but he appeared to 


be 40. 

«« This man has glanders,”’ observed. Dr. 
Elliotson, immediately; “* have you ever 
been in a stable, my man ?’’—*“ Yes, Sir, 1 
have been in stables all my life.”—* Have 
you had anything to do with glandered 
horses ?’”—** Oh, yes, Sir, master had a 
glandered horse two months.ago.’’—** And 
did any of the snivel ever, fall, upon any 

rt of your body ?”—* Yes, Sir, I have 
ay hand covered with it.” The man 
then said, ‘* Oh, then I’ve got the glanders, 
and I shall die, but so happy, because I die 
through the horses, and ] know what l’ve 
There. was a scar on_ his right- 

and. He eventually became delirious, and 
was obliged at last to be strapped down ; 
and a short time before lie died, kept call- 
ing out, during an hour or more, ‘* Stop that 


shorse stop that horse.’’ 


The inspection of the body, which was 


’ opened by Mr. Rush, excited great interest. 


Dr. Elliotson entered the dead-house under 
the certain expectation, that the result 
would tend ‘to establish tlie position so in- 
disputably urged: in his paper, inthe 16th 
yolume of the Medico-Chirungical, Trans- 
actions, and verified in several inStances. in 
this journal, that glanders was communi- 
cable from the horse to man.* Dr. Wil- 
liams did not entertain the same impression, 
either not crediting, or appearing not to be 
aware of, the facts on record tending to 
establisif the fact of the occurrence of this 
disease in man. Neither did Mr. Travers 
appear to have made up his mind ‘in the 
affirmative of the question. Before leaving 
the place of autopsy, however, no doubt on 
the subject seemed to exist in the breasts 
of either of the gentlemen present. Mr. 
Youatt (the lecturer on veterinary medi- 
tine) attended, on invitation, to witness 
the inspection; and to this gentleman re- 
ference was made for his opinion on each 
peculiar morbid appearance. The repre- 
sentations of Mr. Youutt tended in most in- 
stances to confirm the views entertained by 
Dr. Elliotson, and also, apparently with 
équal conviction, by Dr. Roots, with regard 
to the case. ‘The ulcerations did not all 
present an equally glanderous aspect ; but 
m most of them, especially in one found in 
the trachea, Mr. Youatt observed, that it 
presented just such an appearance as he 
should have expected to find in the horse— 
tather shallower however in the man than in 
the brute. He called it a true glanderous 


* A case, if we mistake not, is also on record in 
tome of the old Journals, which has not subse- 
quently been quoted, where a creat kitchen knife, 
which had been employed in skinning a glandered 
horse, was afterwards used by a cook, who acci- 


pe cut himself with it, and died in a short time 
the symptoms of glanders,—Rep. L. 


chancre.. The -frontal sings filled 
with discharge, and the membrane of the 
septum’ was ulcerated, and ented ex- 
actly the uppearanee seen in that part of 
giandered horses. At the bottom: of the 
suppurations, and-in the sehneiderian mem- 
brane, several such granules were foutd as 
appear in, the horse in, the early stage of 
the disease, and the. existence of which 
granules bas causes the French to, call it 
the ‘* tubercular disease.” 

The case, in short, so precisely, agrees 
with all the other published cases of alleged 
glanders,.in the human subject, that nota 
doubt can reasonably be entertained on.the 
matter, 

Mr. Youatt’s Report of the above Case.’ 

The above brief notice was written for 
last week's Number of Tne Lancer, as an 
article of medical news, space not allowing 
the details to be given at greater length. 
it was, however, it séems, obliged *- 
omitted then, from want of room. We haye 
since been fayoured with a_proof-sheet of 
the forthcoming Number’ of that excellent 
scientific monthly The Veterina- 
ian’ (edited hy Mr. Youatt, aud. some 
other veterinary gentlemen), > a 
very perfect report of the case. The fur- 
ther inquiry which time would have allowed 
us is thus.rendered unnecessary, as we 
here subjoin all that is material ‘in Mr, 
Youatt's article :— 

A man, aged twenty-three, was.admit- 
ted into St. Thomas’s Hospital, with. no 
otber complaint, than general indisposition 
and debility. A few.days afterwards pro- 
fuse diarrhea supervened;, and when this 
was, with some difficulty, arrested, he began 
to compjain of much pain in the head, and 
became delirious, to mitigate which leeches 
were applied to the forehead ; he then spoke 
of wandering and acute pains everywhere, 
indicating some rheumatic affection ; and a 
tumour appeared on one of the metacarpals, 
avd another on one of the metatarsals, 
seemingly of a gangrenous nature. The 
pain in the head would again return, at- 
tended by delirium, so that he was com- 
pelled to be strapped on his bed, and, all 
the while, his flesh was wasting and his 
strength diminishing, and, in fact, be was 
evidently sinking. 

** Five days, however, before his death, 
the site of the leech-bites assumed a purple, 
puffy appearance—the approach of slough- 
ing was indicated ;- and similar soft tumours 
appeared on the back part of the head, and 
rapidly increased until the posterior part of 
the head assumed a strangely swollen and 
unnatural appearance; at the same time 
some scattered large globular pustules be- 
gan to arise on the neck, ond there was 
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‘GLANDERS IN MAN. 


occasional discharge from the right nostril, |pustales were more numerous on the fate 
which was thin, yet somewhat adhesive, of} and neck, bat not running in any decided 
@ yellowish brown ¢olour, and exceedingly | direction, and one of them on the neck was 
nsive. A smaller disc , but not so! as | as a horse-bean. The discharge 
frequent, appeared also from the left nostril. | from right nostril was more profuse; 
The man now began to rally a little, and | there was occasional discharge from the 
could be inducéd to enter into a somewhat | left one, and from both it was i 
unconnected conversation. fetid. His eyes were closed, with con- 
«© The tumours increased in number ahd | sidétable edema of the lids. On the arms 
size, but were still promiscuously scattered, and legs were numerous smaller pustules, 
and many of them were seen on the arms ; which dried up and scaled off; but there 
on some of the arms and on more parts! were on both a few elevated spots, evi- 
of the legs there were, in the course of the dently ina line, and following the course, of 


incipal lymphatics, slight elevations of 

integument, which, on pressure, seemed 

to indicate the presence of a fluid, and 

some of which began to assume a red and 
even purple hue. 

” The resemblance between these new 
appearances, and two cases of supposed 
inoculation with the matter of glanders 
which had occurred in this hospital in 1829, 
under Dr. Elliotson and Dr. Roots,* struck 
Mr. Stone, the assistant-apothecary of the 
hospital, and the former gentleman happen- 
ing to be in the hospital, and the physician 
by whom the patient had been admitted not 
having to attend again until two days had 
passed, Mr. Stone requested him to see the 
man. Dr. Elliotson immediately confirmed 
Mr, Stone’s diagnosis; and, on questioning 
the fellow, it was ascertained that he 
had had a glandered horse under his care a 

‘month before, and that the discharge from 
the nose had often come upon his hands. 
The case was now sufficiently plain, but the 
patient was too fur gone to admit of the 
slightest hope of cure, and the attention of 
the medical attendants was confined to the 
pm of the severest symptoms, and 
particularly an insatiable thirst with which 
the suffer-r was tormented. Dr. Elliotson 
had the kindness to inform us of the case, 
thinking that the inspection of it would be 
interesting to veterinary practitioners. 

“On Saturday, the 16th, we saw him : 
the appearances were as above described, 
except that the puffy tumours were as- 
suming a more gangrenous character ; the 


* « A case had been admitted into St. Thomas’s 


a lymphatic ; some ing no disco- 
louration, others of a dark leaden hue, and 
of various degrees of hardness, and some 
then giving the perfect indication of fluid 
/Somewhat deeply seated. On one of the 
ancles, and on the back of the left-hand, 
were more decided puffy swellings, ac. 
quiring rapidly a purple tinge. The gene- 
ral emaciation and debility were extreme, 


was continually erying out ‘ Water! water!’ 
and when the sister fed him with toast and 
water from a spoon, he would cry impati- 
ently, ‘ That’s no use! give me half a pint 
of water—bring a pail of water—throw a 
pail of water over me.’ 

** We obtained permission to open one of 
the pustules for the purpose of inoculating 
an ass with the matter,* and another was 
opened for the use of the medical efficers of 
the hospital: then drawing the poor fellow 


* “ The experiment on the ass was, in some de- 
gree, a failure. One of our pupils, ignorant of the 
urpose to which the animal was devoted, had 
n taking a lesson in bleeding on the poor beast. 
We, however, inoculated the donkey on the ala of 
the nostril, on either side; and, taking out the 
used after the bleeding, we cleansed the glasses 
tween which the matter had been preserved, on the 
edge ofthe lancet-woand in the neck. On the second 
day tumefaction commenced about the wound—oa 
the third day there was considerable phlebitis—on 
the fourth morning the ass was found dead. Our 
young friend had not hit the vein at first—inflam- 
mation was established—it spread rapidly down- 
ward—reached the heart, and the animal died. 
There was no other apparent cause of death. The 
searifications on the nostril were not in the stight- 
est degree inflamed. There was but little thoracic 
or abdominal disease. In the frontal sinuses no 
disea-e. The schneiderian membrane covering 
ethmoid and turbinated bones was considerably 


Hospital, under Dr. Roots, in March, and another jected; the membrane of the septum presented a 


under Dr. Elliotson, in June, in AW. same year. | St 2] 


ge were t their patients | 
fell victims to some morbid poison, and *‘ a poison 
furnished by a living system under the same dis. | 
ease ;’ but the nature and source of this poison they | 
eould not discover; they could not even guess at. 
them; for they were un: to elicit from their pa- 
tients anything satisfactory toguide them. When, ! 


‘tion ; the mucous membrase 
was elevated in two or three little patches, and 
there were two distinct but minute ulcers, the edges 
of which were still nearly, pellacid but abrapt, and 
above them were two little vesicles, and all these 
were in a line following one of the venous radia- 
tions. On the whele, however, although the ass 
died in q of the infl d vein, we think 


The thirst was dreadful. The poor fellow * 


sa trees ee c = 
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however, Mr. Brown's case appeared (in a con. We &'e warranted in affirming, that another disease tion 
temporary publication) in Jaly, Dr. Bitoleon (im an | had been set up, and that glanders, which had been be fe 
interesting account of these cases, and also a valu. | Communicated from the horse to the human being, -R 
epitome of all that has been reported by British | 4d been carried back from the human being to the « 
and foreign authors, pablished by him in the 16:h , aadruped.”— Abridged from Mr. Youatt. cuti 
volume of the Mfedico-Chirurgical Transactions) lit'le of the glanderous matter has been saved clos 
very b bly acknowledges, * It instantly flashed | &t St. Thomas’s, and if its virtue (a vile “ virtue”) othe 


wpon mv mind, that this must be what I 
Youatt 


decayed ass will be unnecessarily, 
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into interrupted and not always intelligible | course of the principal vein of the " 

conversation on his own sahject, he again, The edges were decidedly 
confessed that there had been a seemingly everted, and bore, on a s1 
horse in the stables in which = was a/scale, no indistinct resemblance to 
helper, and that bad been long kept by it-| glandered chancre of the horse. 
wolf —that he was accustomed to groom it—| ‘‘ The most important lesion, however, 
that it might be six or seven weeks ago) was found at the base of the larynx, where 
when he first began to attend to it—and that | was @ veritable glanderous chanere, with 
for a fortnight or three weeks, or more, be- perfert elevated, abrupt, and everted edges ; 
fore be was admitted into the hospitel, he | but its central depression was not sogreat as 
bad not been able to attend as usual to his| is usually seen inthe horse. Near this was 
work, and did not know what was the mat-| also a preparatory vesicle. 
ter with him. “The lining membrane of the trachea 

« A wound which had been upon the | was slightly inflamed, the bronchi more go, 
back of his right hand at that time was per- | and puriform fluid might be squeezed out of 
fectly healed : there was no redness or in-)many of the bronchial ramifications ; but 
fiammation about it, nor could any corded | there was neither vomica nor tubercle. The 
absorbent be traced from it. other viscera were comparatively healthy, 
«“ About two o’clock on the following except that in the lower portion of the colon 

morning he died ; but some time before that | there were many enlarged glands, and even 
he rallied, and gave an interesting illusira-|the membrane seemed abraded, an appear- 
tion of the ruling passion strong in death : | ance which accounted for the diarrhea, 
‘Iam dying,’ said he; ‘I shall die soon,| ‘‘ On the whole, the examination was 
but I shall die happy—I know now I am/| satisfactory. The characteristics of glanders 
glandered—I ‘ball dee as my horses do—] | were sufficiently developed, but modifi ed by 

impati- shall die quite happy.’ the difference of the subject.” 

-mortem examination took place 
on the noon of the following day, at which 

— we were also permitted to be present. The ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 

-ulating es or bulle about the face and neck 

soe wi all subsided. The puffy tumoursonthe) CLINICAL REMARKS 

cers of forehead and back part of the head were 

r fellow ed with a yellowish semi-transparent ~ 

ghee glairy fluid, giving to ogg a kind of MR. BRODIE. 

ome gelatinous a w cut into, yet 

with minute abscesses. There February, 1832. 

ied, bad was neither offensive smell, nor decided nye 

he ala af gingrene. The pericranium] was sound,| Dzsrass or rue Testicte.—There is at 

the pis and on dissecting to it, it was thought by | present a patient in the hospital for chronic 

asses some that there were minute granulated inflammation of the testicle, we believe, 

33 tuberculous substances on it, but they ap-|Who is being treated with mercury, The 

mad—e peared to us to be only portions of this| ung. hydrarg. is smeared over the scrotum. 

bitis—on gelatinous substance left in the dissection.* | Mr. Brodie remarked to the pupils, that 

7 py “On raising the scull-cap, the frontal | when he was a student in the hospital, such 

\y down- sinuses were exposed, and in one of them | cases were made the subject of amputation, 

pal died. was a very small congeries or bunch of tu-| but that since the good effects of 

o. aan bercles, or rather vesicles, hanging loosely |On the disease had been discovered, he only 

ae in the cavity. remembered among his own patients in the 

nuses po “ There was no ulceration, or inflamma. | hospital, having taken away one testicle for 

ering t tion, or collection of pus, or any other fluid, | 4 similar affection since 1809, and that wasin 

—~ | the sinuses connected with the nasal |® case where there was very great disorga- 

embrane cavity ; but on the right side of the septum | Bization, and the testicle was hardly 

on = there was cons‘derable injection, and two|Seving- Mercury, he added, was now al- 

why minute ulcers, with the preparatory vesicle |W#ys given in such cases, and was invari- 

all these ofa third, and in a line, and following the | ably found to be of great benefit, 

us radia- 

however. Dr. Biliotson clinical lectare Uncers or tus Recrum.—* These ul- 

» deemed e case on the ult. (Feb. such por-icers you will generally find presenti 

stad il atthe posterce pert the gu 

in being, —Rer. opposite to the os coccygis. That was the 

ny to Ge a lar, beneath situation of one in the woman on whom I 

en saved Giosed, more conspicnously we think than in any {OPerated, dividing the sphincter ani muscle 

virtue”) other spot. These were found before Mr. Youatt| for itscure. You see what great relief she 

oa. eutered the room.—Rer. L. has experienced. It is now about a fort- 
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night since 1 performed the operation. Her} Tumour or tue Parorm Gtixn— 
symptoms previously were chiety those of | There is at present a case of disease of the a 
_§reat weight and heaviness in the rectum, | parotid gland in the hospital, under the 
about the seat of the ulcer, with very great | care ot Mr. Keate, and Mr. Johnson (Mr. u 
pain on going to stool ; so much pain that she | Keate’s dresser) asked Mr. Brodie to see it, hy 
quite dreaded relieving the bowels. Since | It was longitudinal and of a very large size, ¥ 
the operation, all these symptoms have gone | [ts surface was ulcerated, and it extended ¥ 
off, and she, has bad no pain on going to downwards and forwards from below the al 
stool. Such. cases as these are much more | ear, along the ramus of the lower jaw. It 
common in private practice than in hospital | had existed, the patient said, for some time, 
tice... In private, practice I have per- | and hed commenced as a smal! round knob OF 
formed the operation very egvert) » and | below the ear, Mr. Brodie said that he had B 
always with very great relief to the pa- | no doubt of the tumour being malignant, and ™ 
tient.” that he had removed tumours of a similar re 
—ae kind, some of them much eg bat not ( 
when thev were in a state of ulceration, 
Tavaruaxt or Mr, Brodie remarked, that such tumours of 
& question being put to Mr. oe tive | were called ‘‘ tumours of the parotid gland,” up 
to the efficacy of treating these affections |}, false} so, for when they are operated eu 
according to Mr. Scott's plan, Mr. Brodie} (1, it is discovered that the tumour is im. tu 
remarked, that he did not believe that that|1.44.4 in the substance of the parotid, ca: 
plan was superior in any respect to that of / from which it has to be dissected out. “In bY 
applying pasteboard splints (properly made) | +h, early stage,” he observed, “ when the ak 
to the joint, ard keeping the parts in a state | tumour is no larger than the top of your th 
of Lee: repose. “ tn t's aad thumb, it is very easy to dissect it out; Wh 
remarked Mr. Brodie, “fs to apply « but when the tumour mes as big as a Ri 
nate layers of plaster and bandages, till he! cyiiq*s head, the operation is then a much ay 
has put on a very large quantity. I have! 074 difficult’ matter, in consequence of the of 
seen him do it myself many times, and ‘in| tnour lying close upon the vessels of the a 
this he—of course with neck ; and in extirpating it you have to Ir 
port—keeps the joint ina state of the most} wounding the nervous branches of the 
rfect repose. I do not think his plan to} jortig dura, which supply the face. ‘The 7 
at all superior to that of using the paste- first case of this kind on which I operated fu 
board « Lhave known cases in which |... ears wheal wes 6 oung 
his mode of treatment has been of no service | on inf 
hatever to the patient, while the paste- alt 
= | L,remember it extended very far below the 
splints have given very great relief./ si, (it is astonishing how deep such tu- es 
The great advantage in all these cases does| 10.76 may extend beneath the surface, and a 
44 tha joint the keeping able), and there was very frightful hemor- jou 
the parts in constant end repose. | rhage. 1 remember staying with the patient 
There was a man who lived somewhere| >. iv, hours, steadily pressing upon the : 
Covent Garden—I do not know whe- carotid ref this wey 
ther he was a quack or not,—but numbers} at 
of people used to go to him, and he cured a} poraen <0 four times out of twelve re 
great many of them, and the oy remedy he | bases. You cannot, therefore, consider them mat 
to be as malignant as scirrhus or fungus kne 
re, Ts | hamatodes, although in their structure they fect 
end thus of course kept it perfectly fixed partake of the chemnstesietiie of both of lees 
and quiet. these.” anc 
— ture 
vron Pusruies.—“ never} arrer Bunns.—A little bey min 
like to rub tartar-emetic ointment over acrop | was brought to the hospital about ten duys ene 
of pustules. I remember one man who was | since (date of remarks, Feb. 18th) with a taki 
in the hospital for inflammation of the syno- | severe barn over the sternum, ribs, and lief 
vial membrane of the knee-joivt, and 1 or-}upper part of the abdomen. For several turr 
dered him to rub in the tartar-emetic oint-|days he appeared to be doing very well, iodi 
ment. He did so, but owing to some neglect | avii took his food, but his appetite has lat- frou 
he rubbed it in over the pustules, and a lurge | terly failed, and he ean scarcely be is b 
sloughing ulcer formed, which nearly de-| vailed upon to take any sustenance what- 
prived him of the use of his knee. I knew] ever. On visiting him to-day (18th), Mr. 
a woman who had disease of the foot, and} Brodie remarked that this case afforded an A 
she rubbed in the ointment, and then rubbed | example of the sinking of the powers of the fow 
it in over the pustules, by which means | constitution after the receipt of a serious or God 
she very nearly lost the use of her foot.” | extensive injury, and related the outlines 5 
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toms as they occur 


CURIOUS CASE OF CYSTITIS. . 


of some cases occurring in his private prac- 
tice, in which, as in this instance, after the 
receipt of severe burns, the patients for a 
time went on extremely well, the consti- 
tution appearing to suffer scarcely at all, 
when suddenly the powers of the patient 
would sink, dnd the sufferer speedily 
alterdie, 

or tHe Recrum, anv Erystretas 
or rue Bowets.—A patient, on whom Mr, 
Brodie has operated for ulceration of the 
mucous tissue at the posterior part of the 
rectum, has had a slight blush of erythema 
(itcan scarcely be called erysipelas) for the 
last few days, over the hip and upper region 
of the thigh; this led Mr. Brodie to remark 
upon those cases in. which erysipelas oc- 
.¢urs, and runs up the bowel after the opera- 
tion for dividing the sphincter ani. ‘* These 
cases,” said he, “are not very common, 
but when.they do occur, they put on a most 
‘alarming and frightful set of symptoms; 
ihe belly is most enormously distended 
with wind, the pulse is weak and flutter. 
ing, the extremities are cold, and the pa- 
tient is altogether in a most dreadful state 
of collapse, One patient I remember, whom 
Thad in this state, died in forty-eight hours, 
I never-had but one opportunity of making 
8, post-mortem examination in these ‘cases, 
aod in that there were found traces of in- 

ation of the bowels, with effusion of 
lymph here and there, aud slight peritoneal 
inflammation, such as you find recurring 
alter lithotomy sometimes. Well, in these 
cases, what are youto dot Why you must 


, Stimulate with brandy and ammonia in the 


stage of collapse, and treat the after symp- 


” 
. 


IODINE IN RHEUMATISM, 


There are.two of Mr. Brodie’s patients 
at present suttering from rheumatism, One 
(a female), who is recovering from inflam, 
mation of the synovial membrane of the 
knee-joint, and who has the shoulder af- 


‘fected; the other (a man), who bas bad 


legs, with rheumatism in the knee and 
ancle-joints. In both these cases the tine- 
ture of iodine was given, in doses of ten 
minims three times a day; the man experi- 
enced positive relief in three hours a’ter 
taking the first dose. The woman felt re- 
lief on the second, but the rheumatism re- 
turned again whilst she was continuing the 
iodine. It is therefore very difficult to say, 
from these two cases, whether the medicine 
is beneficial in rheumatism or not. 
CAUTION TO SCHOOLMASTERS. . 

A examination took place a 
few days since in the case of a lad (James 
Goddard) who was admitted a short time 
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previously under the care of Mr. Brodie, 
at which time he complained of a pain over 
the region of the loins and! Mr, 
Brodie examined his bladder with a sound, 
but could detect no stone, only a slight 
irregularity about the cervix vesice, “He 
was blistered over the loins, with some 
benefit, and was able, in comseqaence, to 
retain his water better than before, and took 
calomel and saline purgatives. ‘The furse 
had just. dressed his blister in the evening, 
when he was suddenly seized with @ fit. 
Stertorous breathing and dilated pupils 
curred, nnd he died. After death the ves- 
sels of the brain were found greatly’ in- 
jected, the kidneys were of a large size, 
lobulated, and filled with thick, flaky, co- 
agulable, lymph, some of it clear and trans- 
parent, ang Mr, Brodie remarked that he 
had seen this clear lymph passed sometimes 
{With the urine, , The ureters were, found 
also obstructed, and their coats thickened, 
andthe, mucous, membrane of the bladder 
highly inflamed. Mr. Brodie ordered 
the bladder,and kidneys to be put up for an 
anatomical preparation in the 
drawing, of them, to, be token. by. Mr. 
Perry. We. belieye,the boy dated all his 
sutlerings to his being confined at school for 
six, hours, without being allowed to go out 
to make water, 


-HOPITAL’ DES VENERIENS. 
CASK OF CYSTITIS DOUBLE unerensi— 

ENTIRE DISURGANIZATION OF THE RIGHT 

KIDNEY.* 


Tus patient, (et. 22-25, constitution 
lymphatic, general habit of body good) was 
originally admitted into the hospital for a 
syphilitic affection, the symptoms of which 
quickly yielded to the usual remedies. She 
was subsequently, attacked, during conva- 
lescence, with acute cystitis. 

At the time (20th to 26th ult.) her case 
first fell under our observation, the disease 
had already become chronic; the urinary 
secretion was louded with pus, purulent or 
purulo-sanguinolent detritus; there were 
evident proofs of its having undergone che- 
mical decomposition, iacal hydro- 
sulphurous fetor, discoloration of metullic 
sounds employed in exploring the state 
of the bludder, &e. 

An appropriate plan of treatment, con- 
ducted with the tact and skill so pecaliarly 
belonging to the itioner who directed 
it (M. Ricord), had the effect of producing 
some amendment. ‘Lhe different symptoms 
were not so intense; urine less tarbid, fe- 
brilo movements abated. There was evi- 


* Reported by Richard Dowling, Esq. 
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DOUBLE URETERS.—DESTRUCTION OF KIDNEY. 


pe an improvement, when the patient | ing much farther and wider in this than in 


d, somewhat suddenly, of un- 
easiness in the lumbar region, which was 
excessively painful on pressure, of lancinat- 
ing twitebes along the track of the right 
ureter; the urine became again, but much 
more strongly than before, mixed up with 
pus, detritus, clots of blood, &c., and in- 

bly fetid ; fever, thirst, &c., in a 
word, all the symptoms of nephritis mani- 
fested themselves, the bladder being now no 


— affected. 

arious means of relief were tried ; 
bleeding, leeches, baths, emollient appli- 
cations, revulsions, blisters with the 
unguent. tart. stibii, &c., without any re- 
sult, or so slight that it was scareely worth 
while remarking. Fora few nagpnnS the 
urinary discharge was less muddy and 
purulent. The following day violent py- 
rexia supervened, cold and hot fits alter- 
nately, skin burning. The patient seemed 
to be sinking rapidly. Other resources were 
put in practice, among the last a larger 
seton, placed immediately over the affected 
organ ; the next and second day it brought 
on no suppuretion. The abdomen swelled 
up, became tense, and so very sensitive ov 
the slightest pressure, that it was necessary 
to employ means of guarding against that 
of the bed-clothes. Blisters to the internal 


part of the —_ light frictions over the 
e 


abdomen with the unguent. hydrarg., &c. 

The patient died on the third day from 
that on which the application of the seton 
took place after a long agony, accompanied 
hy 

DIAGNOSIS AND AUTOPSY. 

Tt was expected that there would be found 
on dissection, — 

ist. The usual anatomo- 
pearances characteristic of intense peritoni- 
tis, with rupture, spontaneous perforation 
of the membrane supposed to be affected, 
= effusion into the cavity of the a 

a quantity of pus and urine coming 


- That the letter organ was com- 

eit destroyed, its place being filled up 

a collection of pus and putrilaginous 
matter, the suppuration extending more or 
less into the surrounding cellular tissue and 


substance. 
he former part of this diagnosis was not 
confirmed by the results of examinution. 
Before stating what they were, we must 
allude to one or two observations previously 
made. A good while before symptoms of 
nephritis appeared, and during the time the 
patient still tab d under ie inflam- 
mation ef the bladder, repeated exploration 
with: the catheter had indicated an unusual 
state of the right superior angle of the tri- 
gonus vesicalis—the instrument penetrat- 


the corresponding point of the left side, 
The second observation is, that once or twice 
while she was suffering most severely from 
the diseaee which terminated her existence, 
she complained of symptoms that Jed us in 
some degree to —— the passage of a 
calculusinto the bladder ; by the most atten. 
tive and exact sounding, however, nothing 
of the kind could be discovered. I take 
notice of these two facts because they 
were, one or both, satisfactorily explained 
by the organic irregularities which pre- 
sented themselves on the post-mortem in- 


spection. 

It took place 24 hours after death (5th 
inst.). ‘On cutting through the abdominal 
parietes, there was perceptible, at first sight, 
an extensive infiltration of pus into the cel- 
lular tissue immediately over the perito- 
neum, particularly on the right side; it 
existed on the left side also, but not to such 
an extent; here it did not go more than 
two inches or so beyond the linea alba, __ 

Next (following exactly the order in which 

arances were noted) the peritoneum 
in its natural state; the greater and lesser 
intestines, idem. Numerous adhesions, all 
of long standing, of the epiploon. The 
right kidney, still covered by the perito- 
neum, to which it adhered strongly, in ap- 
pearance developed to double, perhaps 
more, its natural size. The right ureter 
likewise increased, in diameter only. A se- 
cond organ of similar nature, which seemed 
to be anotherureter, less in volume, separated 
from the first in the greater part of its 
course, united er ok to the kidney at 
the Fores of juncture of the two inferior 
thirds with the remaining superior third, 
the first-mentioned duct being at its upper 


ap- | orifice in connexion with the inferior por- 


tion of this same organ. 

An incision being carefully made through 
the capsula renalis (which was thickened, 
and of a texture approaching cartilage), it 
was fol'owed by the issue of a large quan- 
tity of fetid pus, of brownish-yellow Pens 
mixed with urine, remains of organic sub- 
stance, clots of blood, &c.; the two inferior 
thirds of the kidney were entirely destroyed, 
melted down, if we may so speak, intoa 

utrilaginous mass, the suppuration extend- 
ing itself through all the surrounding 
parts, upwards, ferwatde, downwards, to- 
wards the pelvis, the vagina, the bladder 
keeping always along the external surface of 
the peritoneum, The quantity of pus enor- 
mous ; not less, I funcy, at a fair calcula- 
tion, than two quarts,—probably much 
more. 

The internal structure of the organs being 
then examined, it was found that there 
existed in reality two ureters on this side 
(right), two canals perfectly separate 


LACERATION OF THE URETHRA, 


tt the whole of their extent, but 
which were justaposed, and united by cel- 
lular tissue, so as to form, in appearance, 
asingle one, at about two inches from the 
bladder, into which they opened, by two 
distinct orifices placed side by side, at the 
usual point in the right superior angle of 
the organ, which point was extremely di- 
lated inpudibuliform, as the catheter had 
led us to suppose it was, That of these 
two ducts, the one more developed in its 
two superior thirds, had a communication 
only with the inferior portion of the kidney ; 
portion reduced, as already stated, to the 
place, if one may say so, it occupied; that 
the other opened into the superior portion 
of this same organ, which was perfectly 
‘healthy and wholly independent ofand with- 
out communication with, the inferior dis- 
eased one, 

Throughout the longitudinal extent. in 
which (two inches) both canals were united, 
sppesring to form but one ezternally, they 

not seem, taken thus together, to be 
wider in diameter than in that in which the 
first (which as we mentioned had acquired 
agreater development) was not neePrapeees 
ihe second. This circumstauce, added to 

of the presence of large clots aud de- 
tritus in the suppurating cavity, would ac- 
count for the feeling the patient had, as 
remarked above, at one period, of the pre 
ing of something along the track of the 
ureter, which she pointed vut with anato- 
mical precision. It is probable, as M. 
Ricord‘observed, that a clot of fibrin, a little 
more voluminous than others, or some si- 
milar remains of organic matter, was porend 
along with difficulty, or stopped wholly for 
some time at the spot in which the junction 
of the two canals, or te speak more correctly 
their upposition, took place, and was thus 
the cause of what the patient described ; at 
least, no more‘satisfactory cause can be as- 
signed. There was not the slightest ap- 
pearance of calculi, 

The bladder was thickened and indurated, 
its mucous membrane bore evident marks of 
former prolonged inflammation. 

The other kidney was perfectly healthy, 
of usual size and appearance ; @ was not 
the slightest anomaly to be observed 

in ; but it was evident, on examining 
the accompanying ureter, that here, as in 
the former case, an anomaly existed, inci- 
pient, however—only an attempt, if one may 
be allowed to speak so, at novel anatomical 
structure,—the duct, of ordinary dimen- 
sions, separating superiorly into two por- 
tions, at the of two 
two inches and a half before it joined the 
kidney; the other branch, as in the otber 
instance, directing itself to the superior 
part of the organ ; the lower towards the in- 
ferior, But here there was no separation 


either of the renal cavity or of the internal 
canal of the ureter, which was common to 
both branches, from the point of bifurcation 
downwards to the bladder, into which they 
opened, likewise, by a common orifice not at 
all dilated. 
The different other organs offered nothing 
e. Several old adherences of the 
pears. Cerebrum, heart, lungs, &c., per- 
ectly sound, 
*.* This anomaly is explained by the 


ureter is constituted in the pelvis of the 
kidney. It exists in the different degrees. 


LONDON HOSPITAL. 
LACERATION OF THE URETHRA FROM A 
BLOW ON THE PERINEUM. 


R, B., a sailor, etat. 22, was admitted 
into this hospital under the care of Mr. 
Andrews, in consequence of severe injury 
to the perineum, received a short time pre- 
viously,, He stated, that while walking on 
the edge of « plank his foot slipped, and he 
fell astride the edge of the plank with great 
violence, He immediately experienced great 

in in the perineum, and soon afterwards 

elt a strong desire to void his urine, which 
however he could not accomplish, in 
consequence applied here for relief. 

On examining the injured part, it was 
found that the perineum, together with the 
scrotum, was much swollen and discoloured, 
There was also great tenderness on pressure 
being made onthe part. The bladder did 
not appear to be be much distended, 
although the patient felt a very strong de- 
sire to make water. 

The treatment adopted was as follows :— 
The man was put into a warm-bath, and the 
catheter was attempted to be passed, witb. 
out success. The instrument could be ad- 
vanced without obstruction beyond the arch 
as far as the membranous por- 
tion of the urethra, but beyond that it 
would not go, and the attempt caused great 
pain to the patient. ‘Ihe finger being passed 
into the rectum, the point of the instrument 
could be felt, but still it would not 
this part. 

he swelling in the perineum appeared 
to have increased. Under these eircum- 
stances Mr. Andrews determined on making 
an incision in perineo. With a common 
scalpel he cut through the integument, in 
the line of the raphe, extending from the 
under part of the serotum to. uvearly the 
fore part of the anus. By a second incision 
he then cut through the fascia perinzi, and 
4 quantity of coagulated blood was removed. 
The swelling of the parts to be 
entirely owing to the extravasation of urine, 
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of which followed the incision. CORRESPONDENTS. 
He irected to have leeches 
plied to the peri: and the part nts a P.T. There may be cases in which such 
well fomented ; r the bleeding from the | Certificates would be received, but in most instances 
they would be re} h as the 


hed to apply Goulard’s | 
lotion. He shortly voided, per i puppened to. 


urethram, @ pintofurines 
The following day he was rather feverish ;| _‘The.case forwarded by Mr. Costello shall 
appear next Mr. C. wishes us to on 
‘ about 86 and full; tongue covered is fally sensible of the justice of M 

with a white fur; bowels confined passed | remark 
urine twice ; not scaped ‘through An Vld Pupil of Guy's wishes to be in- 
the wound in To take a dose of Old Pupil of wishes gentlemen 
13. well during the night ; bowels} of many of the lecturers. who h rly ab. 
the oil; bas his senied wom the ea sowed 
ines:there is aelight discharge ftom ‘the | the tte 
wound which. bas &beaithy apearanee. | cause of the discontinuance of this ceremony. For 
é ac erable oners were iscontinue Ss ey const a 

hy the inde 

place'sit appeared to gone from the | he, 
versus -perinei ; it was, however, arrested | certain toad-eaters of each hospital with the means 


by pressure,’ and the of cold | Of currying tavour with men whose attentions are 
part. 


4 


only to be won by the most vulgar and disgusting 
of ada‘ation. What pleasure or in 
the ‘thie be derived from toasting bats and cock- 
capi Mr, Binham. We cannot publish the 
through the wound. unless a precise account of the animo-mag- 
+» Gling | The qualiication by before 1815 wil 


up with the granulating process. Very ON 
little urine passes through it, ‘he man’s Paice Prats Ma) 
general heath is. good... The rea we were atthe Sey I 
a meetin, e 
healed, here remained only a sma “ 'Thata piece of plate be presented ‘oun Der- the 
opening into whieh a probe might be passed, moite as pesark of respect and gratitude for his na- dt 
und through which.» few drops of urine | remitting exertions in oar behalf; more ier 
touched with the nitrate of silver, und the ei fore’ 
ication enti pub-| The insertion of M a 
, entitl pe for 
L. Smith is postponed. rth 
Government und the Lords of the Privy 
Council, for his sétvioes, 2s connected with In apart of our impression last week, in Cases 


the existence of the maliguant: cholera’ at| speaking, in the Jast raph of the No, page 
Sunderland, Iw the sanie letter we find it | 704, !6 lines from the Lottom, of the electors who 
Voters,” 


stated “by Dri Clauny,’that up to-that fer Mr Webley. instrad It 
ment (25th January, 1833) be bax not| yite'te ‘he 
received one shilling for public or private | sum upwards of two thowsand votes may be polled parts 
thi dig: | election.’ is di 
Thisis the way "that medical men | Me. to-day's post had.the the s 

re of fe 
are are for their labours, white strip- tat four errors, 
ling Lords and beardiless +prigs ‘of the uris- hope you will he plensed to correct. 
toeracy receive their thousands a year for of of the third paragra 
le prot agains’ At paragrapn tenth, for “nor dare presume to missi( 
been under the necessity of directing our publisher Sema: 
positively to detine receiv either letters or par of the 


uniess they reach the oftice postage or carnaye | Mr. Eaitor,your most 
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